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WELCOME
Blofield News is the monthly parish magazine for St. Andrew & St. Peter
Blofield, All Saints Hemblington and St. Andrew, North Burlingham. It is sold
in these churches and in local shops. If you live in one of our parishes and
purchase a year’s subscription we can probably deliver it to your home free
of charge, Government guidelines permitting. If you live outside the parishes
you can have copies sent to your home either by post or by email. A large
print version is available to anyone who is having difficulty reading our
standard publication. (Copies in colour will continue to be sent electronically).
For more information, please contact the editor, Gill, whose contact details
are on the back page. The last date for submissions is the 15th of the
previous month.

MINISTRY TEAM
Rector: Revd. Kevin Billson Tel: 01603 712299
Retired Priest: Revd. Canon Judith Wilson Tel: 01603 211509
Licensed Lay Minister: Sue Shillam Tel: 01603 211629

St. Andrew & St. Peter, Blofield
Churchwardens:
Mrs. Y. Mack Tel: 01603 715213 & Mr. S. Wales Tel: 01603 211931
Website: www.blofieldchurch.org.uk
Access: Open for private prayer and stillness on Monday to Friday: 9.30am dusk.
All Saints, Hemblington
Churchwardens: Mr. S. Mutten Tel: 01603 715701 & Mrs. C. Howe
Tel: 01603 270360
Website: www.hemblingtonchurch.org.uk
Access: Open for private prayer and stillness on Tuesdays & Thursdays:
9.30am - dusk; Sundays: 10.30am - dusk.
St. Andrew & St. Peter, North Burlingham
Churchwarden: Pat Ramsdale Tel: 07917766431 or 01603 712724
Website: www.northburlinghamchurch.org.uk
Access: Open for private prayer and stillness - Daily: 9.30am - dusk.

FROM THE REGISTER
Holy Baptism
6th June, Frederick Perkins at Blofield Church.

Funerals
24th May, Doris Mayes aged 99 at Blofield Church.
Committal of Ashes
25th May, John Dilley.at Blofield Church
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LETTER FROM OUR RECTOR
We have had to buy a new hoover at the rectory. Well, not
strictly a hoover, but a generic equivalent. We have gone for
a cordless. It is super! No more cord to get tangled, or over
stretched and pull the plug out of the socket when you are
at its maximum extension to cover that final bit of floor. Even
I like using it. Helene asked me if this means I will be doing
the home hoovering more regularly from now on. “Yes”, I
said, “while it remains a novelty.” I am sure you can imagine
the reply Helene gave me.
There is a hymn written in the 19 th century by John Keble, an Anglican
clergyman, ‘New every morning is the love’, which has as one of its verses these
words:
“The trivial round, the common task,
will furnish all we need to ask,
room to deny ourselves, a road
to bring us daily nearer God.”
This verse is a reminder that we can find God when we serve Him in the routines
and occupations of our daily lives, things that may often appear ‘trivial’ or
‘common’. We are prone to forget that our Lord Jesus, before ever he embarked
upon his preaching and teaching ministry, or worked a single miracle in the
Spirit’s power, lived unnoticed in an ordinary home in Nazareth, where he
worked for many years as a village carpenter and probably a stone mason too.
Skilled in the use of chisel and hammer, engaging in tasks that he perfected
through countless repetition. I am sure this was a time when as a maturing
young man, he learned skills and wisdom that he would later put to good use to
minister to those he came to serve.
The hymn reminds us that we can use those ordinary everyday tasks that are
part of our lives as simple offerings of service to others and to God.
I think the apostle, Paul was thinking about such tasks when he wrote to those
engaged in service in the home or workplace. “Whatever you do, work at it with
all your heart, as working for the Lord.” Those words lift these ordinary but
necessary daily tasks and duties to a completely different level.
I think it would be good for me to continue to help with the hoovering!

REV KEVIN BILLSON

Blofield News July 2021

Page 4

‘BLOFIELD NEWS’ ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS
Due to the pandemic, the magazine was not hand delivered for three months
but was sent via email. As soon as we were able, we continued to produce a
paper copy which has been delivered to houses as well as sent online. If you
receive an email copy and are happy to continue receiving it this way, and
are wondering how to pay the annual £3, the details for the online banking
are on page 7. Please make this online £3 payment separate from other
donations, and put 'BN' in the reference field if this option is available. If you
prefer to pay by cash, please deliver the £3 to The Rectory,10 Oak Wood,
Blofield, NR13 4JQ,or to Jim Morley, Curbar, Doctors Road, Blofield, NR13
4LF, in an envelope clearly marked "for Blofield News subscription" with your
name and address.

The late Edna Adams
As most of you will know, Edna passed away last October from Covid.
Unfortunately, we were only able to have family at her cremation, which was
sad because she had many friends in Blofield and Hemblington churches.
We decided to wait to scatter Edna's ashes to a time when others could join
us. We will be scattering mum's ashes at 12 noon on Saturday, 31st July, at
Greenacres (Colney Wood), with Sue Shillam officiating. We will have light
refreshments afterwards. The whole event will be outside. Please let me
know if you are able to attend in order to help with catering.
Sarah Toothill, tel. 07920387655

PRAYER
"Our prayers may be awkward. Our attempts may be feeble. But since the
power of prayer is in the one who hears it, and not in the one who says it,
our prayers do make a difference."
Max Lucado

"God shapes the world by prayer. The more praying there is in the world
the better the world will be, the mightier the forces against evil."
Mother Teresa
Four things let us ever keep in mind:
God hears prayer,
God heeds prayer,
God answers prayer and
God delivers by prayer.
E.M. Bounds
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THREE CHURCHES TOGETHER
BLOFIELD, HEMBLINGTON AND NORTH BURLINGHAM
SERVICES FOR JULY 2021
Our Churches are open for communal worship.
Sunday services now regularly take place in the Churches of Blofield and
Hemblington and we look forward to welcoming worshippers.
Regular services are:
Hemblington with North Burlingham is at 9.30am.
Blofield is at 11.00am.
Services alternate between Holy Communion and a service of Morning
Worship.
Benefice Morning prayer is on Tuesday at 9.00am by Zoom.
Benefice Morning prayer is on Thursday at Hemblington Church at 9.00am.
The Wednesday morning service at 9.30am is now held in Blofield
Church. It alternates between Holy Communion and a Service of
Morning Worship.
A Service of Holy Communion will be held on 7th and 21st July and a service
of morning worship on 14th and 28th July.
We hope to be able to serve refreshments after these services in a covid
safe way.
If you are attending the communal services, please remember that we must
continue to follow all the precautions that are current for Covid safety.
This means:
• You will be asked to provide contact details for the track and trace

system each time you enter the building.
Hand gel should be used on entry.
An appropriate face covering should be used while in the building.
Please always maintain the appropriate social distance.
Please be patient and wait outside until there is room for you to
safely enter the building.
There will be wardens and other helpers at the door to help and guide
you as you enter the church. Please follow their guidance.
However, if the guidance changes on 19th July, we hope to modify the
precautions accordingly.
•
•
•
•
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What about collections and giving to our churches?
We are grateful that many people have continued with their planned giving
and regular donations, though, I’m sure you are aware that there is a
considerable strain on each church’s finances at the present time. If at all
possible, please consider giving by online donations, by BACS or by
standing order. Bank Account Details for offerings and gifts directly to
Church Accounts are as follows:
ST ANDREWS CHURCH
NORTH BURLINGHAM
(North Burlingham PCC)
Sort Code: 09 01 55
Sort Code: 30 96 17
Sort Code: 30 99 97
Account No. 31794180 Account No. 00040822
Account No. 30101668
BLOFIELD PARISH
CHURCH

ALL SAINTS CHURCH
HEMBLINGTON

THE CHURCHES OF THE BLOFIELD BENEFICE
Caring for our church family
Looking after our church family is very important to us, particularly during this
difficult time when many of you have been shielding for many weeks and are
beginning to make your way out into the world as we remember it. Our
churches are open for private prayer and for services which are taking place
in our churches while we’re still being mindful of Covid restrictions.
If you, or someone you know needs support, would like prayers offered or
has something special to celebrate please let Kevin, Sue or the church
wardens know so that we can make contact. Contact details are on page 3 of
this magazine.

WEDNESDAY MORNING BENEFICE SERVICE
AT BLOFIELD CHURCH
As restrictions are lifted, we are pleased to let
you know that, after more than a year, the
Wednesday morning service will begin again on
23rd June at 9.30am, alternating between Holy
Communion and Morning Worship.
This will be followed by coffee and chat in the
West End after the service.
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BLOFIELD CHURCH
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Wednesdays from 1 – 3 pm during term time
from 23rd June - 21st July 2021
(following government guidelines)
The session is offered free, but a donation bowl is
available if you wish to contribute.
Please contact Yvonne on 715213 or
Barbara on 714519 for further information, or you can go
to the Blofield Church Website at
www.blofieldchurch.org.uk

•

YOU WILL BE ASKED TO LEAVE CONTACT DETAILS WHEN
CHECKING IN – QR CODE READER IS AVAILABLE

• NUMBERS WILL BE RESTRICTED TO 25 ADULTS (CHILDREN

EXCLUDED)
• FACE COVERINGS ARE REQUIRED TO BE WORN INSIDE THE

BUILDING
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BLOFIELD CHURCH FOODBANK AND
CARE IN THE COMMUNITY
The need for the Foodbank continues
as we hear about those who have lost
jobs, or finding the necessity of
providing meals and essential toiletries
very difficult, especially when benefits
are sanctioned for many reasons.
An enormous thank you to everyone
who continues to donate so generously
for collection at Blofield Church. This is desperately needed by many
vulnerable people in the city and local families in our villages.
There is a basket for non-perishable food items and toiletries in the church
porch. This is collected most days and delivered to the collection points.
There is a list on the basket for the most needed items.

Blofield & Brundall Libraries

Blofield:
•
•
•
•

Your local libraries are fully open again!

Brundall:

Monday 1pm - 6pm.
Wednesday 10am - 1pm & 1.30pm - 4pm.
Friday. 10am - 1pm & 1.30pm - 4pm.
Saturday. 1pm - 4pm.

•
•
•
•

Monday 10am - 1pm & 1.30pm - 4pm.
Tuesday 10am - 1pm & 1.30pm - 4pm.
Thursday 1pm - 6pm.
Saturday 1pm – 4pm.
• You are expected to wear face masks.
• You can only enter the building on your own or in a pair to reduce the
number of people inside at once. Adults can come into the library with up
to 2 children. All people entering at the same time must be part of the
same 'bubble'.
• Each library will have a one-way system to allow for social distancing.
• Hand sanitiser will be available for use on the way in and out of the library,
and surfaces that are commonly touched will be regularly wiped down.
• We may ask for details from you to help with Test and Trace.
• We are automatically renewing items borrowed before closure until further
notice. You can return items via the drop-boxes.
• We'll place returned items into 'quarantine' for up to 72 hours.
Please see:
https://www.facebook.com/BlofieldBrundallLibraries/
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/libraries-local-history-and-archives/libraries
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HEMBLINGTON CHURCH
Friends of All Saints Church, Hemblington
www.hemblingtonchurch.org.uk
Many thanks to those who volunteered at the Hemblington
Nature Watch week in June, especially to BADCOG who
provided a very interesting presentation and conducted a
moth watch one night. 31 species of moth, 21 species of
bird, 4 species of bee, 3 species of dragonfly, but sadly no butterflies were
seen. Sincere thanks also, to David Bryant who organised a Zoom session
on birding sites in Norfolk in advance of the week, and a presentation in
church about the Butterflies of Norfolk. School children from Hemblington
enjoyed various activities in the churchyard one day too, so many thanks to
the school staff and to the people who volunteered with those sessions.
The lack of butterflies is very concerning, presumably the result of the cold
and wet days in April and May. The Butterfly Conservation Big Butterfly
Count is taking place between 16th July - 8th August, with a survey taking
place at Hemblington churchyard on Thursday, 22nd July (10:30am 11:30am). All findings can be submitted via:
https://bigbutterflycount.butterfly-conservation.org.
Music Quiz: It is difficult to know whether our music quiz will be allowed to
go ahead on Saturday evening, 4th September. Please keep the date free
and let’s hope!

ALL SAINTS’ NAVE FROM CHANCEL

Common blue Damsel

BADCOG DISPLAY
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School visit to Hemblington Church
As part of our “Nature Watch Week”, we
invited the whole of Hemblington School to
visit our churchyard in their Covid bubbles.
The children had the opportunity to explore
the churchyard, learn something of the
wildlife found there, and how we try to look
after it. They also studied the outside of the
church building, discovering the different
materials used in its construction.
Of particular interest to the children, was a
moth trap which had been left overnight in
the churchyard. They were fascinated, both
by how it worked, and the moths which were
found in it. We are indebted to Tony McKie
from BADCOG for setting it up for us.
Many of the children tried their hand at making bark and leaf rubbings,
drawing plants, and making a cross from twigs. All planted a sunflower seed
to take home. Hopefully, these will eventually be planted in their own
gardens to help encourage wildlife there.

ST MARGARET’S CHURCH, UPTON
The Friends of St. Margaret's Church, Upton
The Friends of St. Margaret's Church Upton, are organising a
'Walk your dog to Church' morning on Saturday 10th July
from 10am until noon, but we also welcome anyone who would
just like to come and see inside the church. Don't worry, you don't
have to walk all the way from Blofield, Hemblington or North
Burlingham (unless you want to, of course!), as there is plenty of
parking at Upton Village Hall in Cargate Lane, and it's only a
short walk from there. Complimentary refreshments will be available, and dog
biscuits for well-behaved dogs. We hope to see you there. Upton is one of the
three churches joining the Blofield Benefice.

Arts, Crafts and Flowers in a Country Church
St. Margaret's Church, Upton, are holding an Arts and Craft Exhibition from
14th to 21st August. If you would like to exhibit, and even sell any of your
handiwork, or would like to do a flower arrangement to brighten up the
church, we would love to hear from you.
Please contact Joyce on 01493 752237 or Ron on 01493 751919.
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NOTICE BOARD
Blafelda (Blofield) Probus Club
Activities are suspended during the Covid pandemic, we are planning to
restart once government restrictions allow. In the meantime, please direct
any enquiries to Alex Mason (01603 716735/alexwmason@yahoo.co.uk) or
Mike Cole (01603 713839/mikecole@uwclub.net).
Blofield Court House Village Screen
Blofield Court House will remain closed until further notice. We will re-open
as soon as it is safe to do so for Village Screen, Jazz events and for hiring
groups. In the meantime, to all our supporters keep safe and we hope to see
you soon. More information on our website www.blofieldcourthouse.org.uk.
All enquiries to 01603 715349
Blofield Parish Council
Meetings will take place on a Monday at 7:30pm in Blofield Courthouse
Main Hall unless otherwise notified.
During 2021 the Parish Council will hold two meetings a month (with the
exception of April, August and December). A monthly council meeting for all
matters arising and a monthly planning meeting dedicated to discussing and
commenting on planning applications.
In addition to being published on the council website, the Agendas and the
venue of meetings are always posted on the 3 village notice boards located
by Blofield Village Shop, Blofield Library and Blofield Heath Village Shop.
12th July - Parish Council Meeting.
26th July - Planning Meeting.
Website: https://www.blofieldpc.info
Keep Blofield Special
We are very pleased to be back. Our small group of volunteers will again, be
helping to keep our villages reasonably free of litter, the July dates for litterpicks are:Monday 5th July, meet at Heathlands, Blofield Heath at 9.30am
Monday 12th July, meet at the Old Court House, Blofield at 9.30am
Anyone is welcome to join us. Plenty of black bags will be available.
In the meantime, sincere thanks to residents and walkers who kindly pick up
litter informally, it is much appreciated.
Blofield and Brundall Pensioners
We meet at the Blofield Court House on the first Monday afternoon of each
month, commencing at 2pm. Meetings are cancelled for the time being.
Blofield Tennis Club
Blofield Tennis Club is up and running again! We warmly welcome players of
all standards, from beginners to team players. Now is a great time for lapsed
players to get back into the game at a supportive, very friendly and local
tennis club. To join, just sign up on our website: www.clubspark.lta.org.uk/
blofieldtennisclub or contact: blofieldtennisclub@btinternet.com.
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NOTICE BOARD
BADCOG ~ Blofield and District Conservation Group
BADCOG holds fortnightly work parties and is an active group undertaking
site management of local wildlife habitats. We meet on Saturday mornings,
starting at 10.30am and finishing no later than 1pm. Anyone can come and
join in for as little or as long as they like.
The next work parties will be:
Saturday 3rd July - Howes Meadow and 17th July - Blofield Churchyard
Any changes to plans will be on the website www.badcog.co.uk.
Blofield Preschool Playgroup, Margaret Harker Hall
A friendly, committee-run playgroup for children aged from 2½ years old.
Free ‘Early Education’ funding for 3 and 4 year olds and full access to the
‘Early Years Foundation Stage’. Open Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday
during term time. Sessions available 9.10am – 12.10pm, 12.10pm – 3.10pm,
or 9.10am – 3.10pm. Call us on 01603 712498 for more information or to
arrange a visit. For further details follow us on Twitter: @BlofieldPreSch or
visit our Facebook page at:
http:www.facebook.com/BlofieldPreSchoolPlaygroup.
If you would like your child to be added to our Waiting List, please email us
on blofieldpreschool@outlook.com.
Village Voices
Singing together can be beneficial and joyful and although we cannot get
together just now, we have got to grips with Zoom and the Village Voices
community choir carries on virtually and in spirit! Even connecting this way is
still great fun and we've been enjoying the sessions. Many of the songs we
are singing on Zoom are popular songs that most people know so it's still
possible to join in if singing with others in a fashion would help boost your
spirits. For more information, call Suzanne on 01603 716268 or check our
website http://villagevoices1.wixsite.com/choir.
Blofield and District Gardening Club
The Club decided to cancel meetings during 2021 because of the Covid-19
virus but has been publishing a newsletter with information from local and
national horticultural societies as well as members’ contributions and
photographs. We firmly hope that the club will reopen in 2022 but in the
meantime, happy gardening and hope you all keep safe and well. Website
link: www.blofieldgardeningclub.org.uk.
Brundall & Blofield Good Neighbour Scheme
Blofield Parish Council is working in partnership with the Brundall and
Blofield Good Neighbour Scheme to support the community through the
current pandemic we are experiencing. If you need assistance at this current
time with collecting shopping or medication, then please call, & also for more
information.-.call free: 0800 688 9677 and we can make sure that someone
can help you.
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NOTICE BOARD
Brundall Local History Group
Following government advice, all of our public talks and events have been
postponed until the autumn. We hope to invite our speakers again when we
are able to restart the programme. Members will be kept informed by email
and the website is regularly updated. Members will continue to receive
regular issues of the Brundall & Braydeston Chronicle via Royal Mail.
www.brundallvillagehistory.org.uk.
Aid for Animals
We have some lovely, young rescue dogs looking for good homes. If you are
interested and can give a good, loving home then please ring Margaret at Aid
for Animals on 01603 716883
Extend (Movement to Music for Older People & Disabled Adults)
I am planning to recommence classes at the Brundall Memorial Hall on
Monday 12 July. As before - MONDAYS: registration at 13.45, so that we
start at 14.00 and finish at 15.00. Class is held weekly barring Bank
Holidays. Cost: £4.00 per class. For more information please contact Jenny
Hall on 01508 494443 or xxfap57@qfqfq.plus.com. (Brundall Memorial Hall,
Links Avenue, Brundall NORWICH, NR13 5LL)
Knitters and Stitchers (and other crafts)
At Springdale Residential Home, Cucumber Lane, Brundall. On the second
Friday of each month. From 10 – 12. Please come along and if you have
spare needles, hooks or wool please bring them with you. Donations of
cakes and biscuits gratefully received. Tea and Coffee will be served. All
welcome. For details please call DEBBY on 01603 335962 & please check
for cancellation at this difficult time.
Blofield Heath W.I
Blofield Heath W.I. are pleased to announce that it has restarted its
meetings. The July meeting will be held on Tuesday 13 th July at 2 pm outside
Heathlands.
Heathlands - Heathlands Social club
We are planning some attractions in the next few months (see page 17).
Government guidelines from May 17th, allows us to have some inside
service:
Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday: 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Friday & Saturday: 5.30pm - 9.30pm.
Nippy Chippy will still be about on Friday evenings at Heathlands from
4.30pm - 7.30pm.
The Pandemic has been a tough time for Heathlands, like so many other
venues, but with help and support we can begin to recover, so please
support us in whatever way you can. We try to make Heathlands a great
place for the whole community.
Any queries please ring either Jill on 714164 or Alan on 07818466473.
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NOTICE BOARD
Hemblington Parish Council
Parish Council meetings take place every two months normally on the last
Monday of the month. They start at 7.30pm and held at the Heathlands
Community Centre in Woodbastwick Road, Blofield Heath, NR13 4PH. This
month’s meeting will be on Monday, 26th July. Information will be available
on our noticeboards and our website: http://hemblingtonparish.org.uk.
Hemblington Pre-School
Hemblington Pre School operates from Heathlands. A maximum of 26
children may attend at any one time. It is open during term times on
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 9.30 am until 12.30 pm and on Wednesday
from noon until 3 pm. All children share access to a secure enclosed outdoor
play area. Ofsted Rated - Good. If you require further information (particularly
during these uncertain times) then please call 01603 712616 (office hours) or
contact: Fiona Trimble on 07716 869506 and visit our website:
www.hemblingtonpreschool.com.
Lingwood & Burlingham Parish Council
When social distancing is in place, meeting will be held via Zoom at 7pm.
Please inform the clerk if you wish to attend.
Apart when meetings are held by zoom, all meetings are held at the
Lingwood Village Hall, Parish Council Meeting Room, Station Road,
Lingwood, generally on the 1st TUESDAY of the month starting at 7.30pm.
(Please check notice boards in case of variation). This month’s Parish
Council meeting is planned for 6th July in Lingwood Village Hall.
Planning consultation meetings are sometimes held between these dates
when planning proposals have to be considered within 23 days.
For information the Council has a website:
https://lingwood-burlinghamparishcouncil.norfolkparishes.gov.uk.

Parish Footpath Walks
Please come and join the Footpath Wardens to walk the Parish Public
Rights of Way:
Blofield Heath - Meeting at Heathlands at 18:30 on Thursday 1st July
Blofield - Meeting at 18:30 at the Courthouse on Thursday 8th July

Yvonne Burton and Tricia Dolamore - Parish Footpath Wardens.
For information please contact: blofieldpc@gmail.com
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HEATHLANDS MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Again we hope you are all well and slowly getting out and about. We had a
Meeting last week and are planning some attractions in the next few months
Jumble Sale: Saturday, July 3rd - Doors open at 2.00pm, jumble from 12
noon. Any help is gratefully welcomed (also Cakes). Please ring Jill on
714164 for more information
GARAGE SALE: Sunday, September 5th which will run from 9.00am 1.00pm. Maps will be on sale at Heathlands from 8.45am. We are hopeful of
having tables inside the hall and will be able to have refreshments from
9.00am. Forms will be in July Focal Point for garages. They will be £5.00 as
usual.
BINGO: We are planning for it to come back on Friday, July 9th starting at
7.30pm. A few other dates are 23rd July, 6th August, 20th August, 10th and
24th September - more dates will be announced later.
TEA and CHAT: Watch this space, we are hopeful of starting up again
during October, November and December.
SOCIAL CLUB: Government guidelines from May 17th, allows us to have
some inside service:
Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday: 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Friday & Saturday: 5.30pm - 9.30pm.
FAMILY DAY: Sunday, 4th July at Heathlands from 12 noon
BBQ, Ice-Cream, & Bar will be open and maybe more as well. Look forward
to seeing you and nice weather.
The Pandemic has been a tough time for Heathlands, like so many other
venues, but with help and support we can begin to recover, so please
support us in whatever way you can. We try to make Heathlands a great
place for the whole community.

Macmillan Cancer Support

Would anyone, who has an excess of fruit and vegetable produce from their
garden or allotment, consider donating it to me, so that I can produce
preserves in aid of Macmillan Cancer Support, please?
I had a very good response last year, and I am extremely appreciative of
your support.
In order to let everyone who supported me by buying preserves and cake,
etc. on Saturday 29th May, know, the total
raised on that day was £250 - Thank you.
Please contact me on 01603 717382 or
jaquikearns@yahoo.co.uk
Thank you,
Jackie
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JUNE NEWS FROM JEROME MAYHEW,
MP FOR BROADLAND.
Now that the weather has finally warmed up, the
natural environment is even more apparent to us.
Nature looks wonderful at this time of year, with
the verges bursting with Cow Parsley, and the
young leaves on the trees showing acid green.
But all is not well. Biodiversity – the variety of
plant and animal life – here, in the UK, has been
in significant decline for decades. To put that into
perspective, for those of us aged 40+, do you
remember how many bugs used to get squashed on a windscreen when you
were a child? What about now? That reduction in abundance of nature
should worry us all, since it is happening right across the globe. The world
has lost two thirds of its wildlife in the last 50 years – during my lifetime.
I think that it is vitally important that we stop the decline in biodiversity loss
here in the UK, and then reverse it.
To achieve this, our farming practices are going to change dramatically over
the next ten years. Instead of being encouraged by EU subsidies to focus on
the volume of food produced over all other considerations, farmers are now
going to be paid by taxpayers to protect and enhance the environment. The
Government will no longer subsidise production, or just give money to
farmers based on their acreage. Instead, taxpayers’ money will be spent on
improvements to nature and the environment via the new Environmental
Land Management Scheme (ELMS).
More of us should be able to enjoy our countryside too. We are blessed with
a network of public footpaths, right across the country. But it would be even
better, if we could agree with farmers to have additional access to the
countryside. Under ELMS, it will be possible to pay farmers to open up new
routes. In anticipation of this, I have been working with Norfolk County
Council, to build up a map of missing links in our great patchwork of
footpaths.
It is not just subsidies that are going to change our farming, but the
technology of farming itself. Dynamic arable farmers are discovering that soil
health, rather than chemical inputs, is at the heart of healthy, profitable,
farms. Loosely described as “regenerative agriculture”, the new focus on
reducing soil disturbance and maximising carbon content in our soils,
reduces the need for expensive chemicals to farmers, whilst maintaining
good yields. Better still, for the rest of us, it improves habitats for increased
biodiversity and abundance, and has the potential to make our fields a
massive store for carbon: increase the carbon content of soil by just 0.1%
and you lock away 9 tonnes of carbon every hectare. Now we’re talking!
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Continued…
We need to tackle this internationally as well as locally. This November, the
UK is going to host the COP26 conference of 190 world leaders in Glasgow.
A key priority will be to finalise the ‘Paris Rulebook’ – the detailed rules that
make the Paris Agreement, signed in 2015, a reality. Plans to tackle
biodiversity loss will be at the heart of this negotiation.
It was a privilege to visit so many of our great attractions and businesses as
part of English Tourism Week. It was good to see so many visitors to
Broadland, particularly over the Bank Holiday. Visit England is encouraging
us all – residents and visitors alike – to explore our wonderful area and find
our own ways to ‘Escape the Everyday’.
Finally, following the closure of Coltishall’s Wroxham Road Post Office earlier
this year, a new mobile service will be launched on 21st June. I want our
villages and rural areas to continue to be served properly with essential
services like these, so please do get in touch if you have any comments to
make on this new facility.
As ever, if there is anything I can help you with, please do get in touch via
jerome.mayhew.mp@parliament.uk. You can also find me on Facebook,
Twitter, Instagram, or via my website at www.jeromemayhew.org.uk.
With best wishes

Jerome Mayhew
Member of Parliament for Broadland

Blofield Surgery - Change of Phone Lines Timings
Due to operational reasons, we have taken the decision to change the
timings of the incoming calls to the Practice. From 24th May 2021, our
phone lines will open at 8.15am and close at 6.00pm. The Practice doors will
remain open from 8.00am – 6.30pm.
Between 8.00 and 8.15am and 6.00 and 6.30pm, our lines will be answered
by East of England Ambulance Service, who will direct patients to the most
appropriate service, which could mean you are asked to call back when our
lines are open. In an emergency, the Ambulance Service can either call an
ambulance, or contact the practice on behalf of the patient.
For appointment booking and general enquiries, be it administrative or for
our clinical team, you can use our online system, “Engage Consult”. Please
see the pop up on our home page.
We thank you, and appreciate your understanding in advance of this
change.
For more information please visit our website at
www.blofieldsurgery.nhs.uk.
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BISHOP'S HOUSE OPEN GARDEN DAYS
Open days at the Bishop of Norwich’s historic private
garden are in aid of local charities. Tickets are £5
(children and wheelchair users FREE). Only guide dogs
are allowed. The events will be COVID-safe, and you are
invited to book time slots in advance at:
https://www.dioceseofnorwich.org/about/seniorstaff/bishop-of-norwich/gardens/opening-datestimes/
Time slots are: 10.30am – 12 noon; 12.30pm – 2pm; 2.30pm – 4pm.
By kind permission of Bishop Graham and Rachel Usher.
Please note that parking is not available on site. There is a small pay and
display car park outside the entrance and a larger pay and display car park a
few further yards down, just off Bishopgate opposite the Adam and Eve pub.
Wheelchair users can be dropped off and collected outside.

4th July – in aid of St John’s Ambulance
The Bishop is supporting St John Ambulance who have worked alongside
the NHS throughout the Covid pandemic by opening his garden when it will
be at its most beautiful at the beginning of July.
Refreshments are available but you are welcome to bring your own picnic.
Contact details: Georgina Holloway on 07767 327257 or
georginaholloway@hotmail.co.uk

11th July - in aid of National Garden Scheme
Refreshments in aid of Help and Homes for Children.

18th July – in aid of East Anglian Air Ambulance
There will be music, teas, coffees and cake, plant stalls and a chance to find
out more about the life saving work of East Anglian Air Ambulance. East
Anglian Air Ambulance is almost entirely funded by donations; people and
communities are at the heart of everything the charity does.
For further information and to ask any questions please contact us by email
at info@eaaa.org.uk.
Norwich Community Choir will be singing in the lovely Bishops House
Garden at the event in aid of East Anglian Air Ambulance
2.30pm - 3.30pm
The Bishop of Norwich and his wife have kindly offered the use of their
historic garden set in the heart of Norfolk’s fine city, Norwich, to support the
vital work of East Anglian Air Ambulance. You can enjoy the gardens, and
enjoy refreshments while listening to the choir.
Contact details: Meg Turpin on 01603 495062 or
meg@norwichcommunitychoir.co.uk
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SUDOKU FOR THIS MONTH
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Good luck!
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01
01
04
03

Thursday
Thursday to
Sunday
Saturday

Parish Footpath walk

BADCOG

Heathlands
St Mary’s Church,
S Walsham
Howes Meadow

Jumble Sale

Heathlands

04 Sunday

Open gardens

Bishop’s House

04 Sunday

Family day

Heathlands

05 Monday

Keep Blofield Special

06 Tuesday

Lingwood & Burlingham PC Meeting

08 Thursday

Parish Footpath walk

Heathlands
Lingwood Village
Hall
Blofield Court House

Bingo

Heathlands

Walk your dog to Church

St Margaret’s, Upton

11 Sunday

Open gardens

Bishop’s House

12 Monday

Keep Blofield Special

Blofield Court House

12 Monday

Blofield PC Meeting

Blofield Court House

17 Saturday

BADCOG

Blofield Churchyard

Open gardens

Bishop’s House

22 Thursday
23 Friday
26 Monday

Butterfly Survey
Bingo
Hemblington PC Meeting

Hemblington Church
Heathlands
Heathlands

26 Monday

Blofield PC Planning meeting

Blofield Court House

Flower Festival continues

03 Saturday

09 Friday
10 Saturday

18 Sunday

Any activity, meeting or event, advertised in this edition of Blofield
News for the coming months, will be subject to government guidelines
whether they will be allowed to take place.
Disclaimer: The publisher takes no responsibility for the accuracy of statements
made by contributors or advertisers and does not endorse any goods or services
offered in advertisements.

Editor: Gill O’Brien, Email: blofieldnews@blofieldchurch.org.uk; Tel: 01603 713720
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