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WELCOME
Blofield News is the monthly parish magazine for St. Andrew & St. Peter
Blofield, All Saints Hemblington and St. Andrew, North Burlingham. It is sold
in these churches and in local shops. If you live in one of our parishes and
purchase a year’s subscription we can probably deliver it to your home free of
charge, Government guidelines permitting. If you live outside the parishes
you can have copies sent to your home either by post or by email. A large
print version is available to anyone who is having difficulty reading our
standard publication.
For more information, please contact the editor, Gill, whose contact details
are on the back page. The last date for submissions is the 15th of the
previous month.

MINISTRY TEAM
Rector: Revd. Kevin Billson Tel: 01603 712299
Retired Priest: Revd. Canon Judith Wilson Tel: 01603 211509
Retired Priest: Revd. Canon Pat Atkinson Tel: 01603 714720
Non-stipendiary Curate: Revd. Sue Shillam Tel: 01603 211629

St. Andrew & St. Peter, Blofield
Churchwardens: Mrs. Y. Mack Tel: 01603 715213 & Mr. S. Wales Tel: 01603
211931. Website: www.blofieldchurch.org.uk
All Saints, Hemblington
Churchwardens: Mr. S. Mutten Tel: 01603 715701 & Mrs. C. Howe
Tel: 01603 270360. Website: www.hemblingtonchurch.org.uk

St. Andrew & St. Peter, North Burlingham
Churchwarden: Pat Ramsdale Tel: 07917766431 or 01603 712724
Website: www.northburlinghamchurch.org.uk

ALL THREE CHURCHES ARE OPEN DAILY FROM 9.30AM - DUSK
Hand sanitiser is provided along with a sign in book and QR code scanners.

FROM THE REGISTERS
Funerals
11th November, Alexander Youngs aged 34 at Blofield Church

Interment of Ashes
25th October Mary Adams at Blofield Church Graveyard
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LETTER FROM OUR RECTOR
My wife and I have been reminded this year of the joy
brought by the expectation of a new baby. For several
years now we had joked that we would probably be in our
nineties before we could expect to see a grandchild.
However, in the last few months we have been greeted
by the news that not one but two of our children are to
become parents, and I don’t mind admitting that we are
excited.

The birth of a baby into the family is good news that is celebrated by
countless families each year. The baby whose birth is celebrated this month
by Christians across the globe is truly an event to be celebrated with great
joy. Though it occurred in extremely humble circumstances in a small town
called Bethlehem close to Jerusalem, the birth of this baby has brought great
hope, not only to shepherds and magi but to countless lives ever since. This
is a birth for the whole human family - It is ‘good news that is great joy for all
the people’. This hope, of course, lies not in an eternal cradle – Christians do
not worship a baby. We worship the man who was given to the world as our
Lord and King.
As yet, Helene and I have no idea what the names of our new grandchildren
will be. As it is right and proper, it is a closely guarded secret, set to be
revealed by the babies’ parents after the births. But of the child, born in
Bethlehem, his name was known from of old.
“He will be named
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,
Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.”
However in one final glorious addendum, just before his birth, it was
announced by an angel to Joseph in a dream - “You are to give him the
name Jesus for he will save his people from their sins”.

It is in the promise of this announcement that many people have found that
life begins again for them, no matter how old they are, once it is received in
their hearts.
REV KEVIN BILLSON
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THREE CHURCHES TOGETHER
BLOFIELD, HEMBLINGTON AND NORTH BURLINGHAM
SERVICES FOR DECEMBER 2021
Appropriate covid precautions are always in place
Our Churches are open for communal worship.
Sunday services now regularly take place in the Churches of Blofield and
Hemblington and we look forward to welcoming worshippers.
Sunday

Blofield
11.00am

Hemblington
9.30am

North
Burlingham
9.30am

5th December

Morning
Worship

Morning Worship

Joint at
Hemblington

12th December

Holy
Communion

Holy Communion

No 9.30am service
Carol Service at
3.00pm

th

No 9.30am service
Carol Service at
3.00pm

19 December

Carol Service

No service

26th December

There are no services on Boxing Day but please see our
Benefice Christmas leaflet for details of other Christmas
services over the Christmas period.

Every Wednesday, at 9.30am, there is a morning service at Blofield
Church. This service alternates between Holy Communion and a
service of Morning Worship.
It is followed by the West End café time serving a variety of
refreshments (see details on page 7).
What about collections and giving to our churches?
We are grateful that many people have continued with their planned giving
and regular donations, though, I’m sure you are aware that there is a
considerable strain on each church’s finances at the present time. If at all
possible, please consider giving by online donations, by BACS or by standing
order. Bank Account Details for offerings and gifts directly to Church
Accounts are as follows:
BLOFIELD PARISH
CHURCH
Sort Code: 09 01 55
Account No. 31794180

ST ANDREWS CHURCH
NORTH BURLINGHAM
(North Burlingham PCC)
Sort Code: 30 96 17
Sort Code: 30 99 97
Account No. 00040822
Account No. 30101668

ALL SAINTS CHURCH
HEMBLINGTON
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‘BLOFIELD NEWS’ ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS

As paper copies of the Blofield News are now printed regularly, and handdelivered to subscribers, it has been decided that from the January 2022
issue, to discontinue routinely sending it out online to everybody on our
Church Email Groups. If you want to continue to receive an emailed copy,
and wish to become an online subscriber, can you please send your
request to Gill O’Brien at blofieldnews@blofieldchurch.org.uk.
The annual subscription of £3 can be paid using the details for the online
banking on page 5. Please make this online £3 payment separate from
other donations, and put 'BN' in the reference field if this option is
available. If you prefer to pay by cash, please deliver the £3 to The
Rectory,10 Oak Wood, Blofield, NR13 4JQ, or to Jim Morley, Curbar,
Doctors Road, Blofield, NR13 4LF, in an envelope clearly marked "for
Blofield News subscription" with your name and address.

THE CHURCHES OF THE BLOFIELD BENEFICE
Caring for our church family
Looking after our church family and the wider community is very important to
us, particularly during this time when we begin to see restrictions lifted.
Our churches are open every day for you to visit and Sunday and Midweek
services take place each week.
If you or someone you know needs support, would like a phone call or who
has something special to celebrate please let Kevin, Sue or the church
wardens know, so that we can make contact.
Contact details are on page 3 of this magazine.

BLOFIELD CHURCH FOODBANK AND
CARE IN THE COMMUNITY
The need for the Foodbank
continues as we hear about those
who have lost jobs, or finding the
necessity of providing meals and
essential toiletries very difficult,
especially when benefits are
sanctioned for many reasons.
An enormous thank you to
everyone who continues to donate
so generously for collection at Blofield Church. This is desperately needed
by many vulnerable people in the city and local families in our villages.
There is a basket for non-perishable food items and toiletries in the church
porch. This is collected most days and delivered to the collection points.
Please check the use by/best before dates before donating as expired
goods cannot be given out.
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BLOFIELD CHURCH

Wednesdays 1 – 3 pm during term time
The session is offered free, but a donation bowl
is available if you wish to contribute.
Please contact Yvonne on 715213 or
Barbara on 714519 for further information,
or you can go to the Blofield Church Website at
www.blofieldchurch.org.uk
NATIVITY PLAY
Wednesday 15th December
The session begins at 1pm with time for play and chat
before preparing for our Nativity Play at 2pm.
You are all welcome to take part,
no rehearsal necessary!
WEDNESDAY MORNING BENEFICE SERVICE
AT BLOFIELD CHURCH
The Wednesday morning services are at 9.30am
and follow a pattern of Holy Communion and
Morning Worship:
st
1 December - Morning Worship
8th December - Holy Communion
15th December - Morning Worship
22nd December - Holy Communion
29th December - Morning Worship
The service is followed by coffee and chat in the
West End - All welcome.
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MAKING CHRISTINGLES

for our 4pm Christmas Eve service.
We need your help transforming oranges into Christingles.
Do come along to Blofield Church on
Wednesday December 22nd at 2pm.
There will be oranges, sweets and fruits, & ribbon and candles
to assemble, and many hands will make
light and sociable work of it.
All ages are very welcome.

A QUIZ FOR WINTER EVENINGS

Leave it lying around on the kitchen table, by the TV, on your desk. The
family can help fill in answers and, maybe, enjoy the £20 prize!
You have until January 11th to puzzle over it.
A light-hearted quiz for you, your family & friends to enjoy.
Why not enclose one with a Christmas card?
Quiz £2 ~ prize £20. Proceeds to Blofield Church.
Available at Blofield Church when there are services, and from
the side porch at The White House, The Street, Blofield.

THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY.

If you have one of my home collection boxes for the Children’s Society this is
the time of year when I open the boxes. The contents are sent off to help the
work of the society with so many children who have problems and needs.
Please bring me your box when it is convenient. If other people would like to
have a box at home to collect loose change please speak to me.
Many thanks,
Barbara Pilch.

BABY JESUS STONES
Every year, from the beginning of December and as
we approach Christmas, you will find small painted
pebbles with a swaddled baby. These are Baby
Jesus Stones.
Look out for them around the streets of Blofield. Keep
one for yourself, or give it to someone who might be
feeling alone, ill or sad. You might like to place it in a
different place for someone else to discover.
We enjoy creating them and send them out in love from Blofield
Church
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CHRISTINGLE SERVICE
BLOFIELD CHURCH
CHRISTMAS EVE
24 DECEMBER AT 4 PM.
TH

This service is particularly suitable for families.
We will be making Christingles on
Wednesday, 22nd December at 2pm.

THE BRAINS OF BLOFIELD
Blofield Church presents
a 'Quiz and Chilli Night'
at the Margaret Harker Hall - 6.30pm start
on Saturday 29th January 2022
To register your team, call 01603 211931
Tickets £9 per person to include food
Teams of up to 6.
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Christmas Boxes
From
Blofield
Hemblington
North Burlingham
Churches
Dear Friends
It’s that time of year again when we start to think about Christmas. Our
initiative last year to make Christmas boxes to go to the foodbank in Great
Yarmouth was incredibly successful, and so we’d like to do it again this
year.
We can start collecting from late November, and the boxes can be left at
the back of church again. Please wrap the two parts of the box, but you do
not need to wrap the gifts inside. Please put a ‘post it note’ on the top to
say who the box might go to, for example: Adult female, teenager, child
(with age range).
What to put in?
• Adults:- Toiletries, other hygiene items, gloves, scarves, treats and

whatever else you can think of, (no alcohol or tobacco please).

• Children:- gloves, scarves, treats, small toys, school items and

whatever else you can think of.

Many thanks if you can help those with so little this Christmas time.

Revd. Sue Shillam
01603 211629; sue.shillam@btinternet.com
Compassion and love through giving

Let yourself be guided on this
BLOFIELD HERITAGE WALK.
With a free audio guide, you can hear Edward Paston guide you around a
peaceful 1.5 mile (2.4km) walk, beginning at the gates of Blofield Church
with back ground music of William Byrd and Thomas Tallis.
Download details from:
https://www.pastonfootprints.co.uk/blofieldheritagewalk, where you can
also read about a photo competition and activities/challenges for children both with attractive prizes.
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HEMBLINGTON CHURCH
The Friends of All Saints Church,
Hemblington
The committee wishes all readers the Compliments
of the Season.
DATES FOR YOUR NEW DIARY:
Saturday 22nd January 2022: Burns Night Supper at Heathlands
Community Centre. Traditional Burns Night supper, “a wee dram”, Address
to the Haggis, Toast to the Ladies, and much more.
Tickets £12.
Please phone Lynda (01603) 713597, Jill 714164 or Sue 715 804 for tickets.
Such a good and sociable way to kick off the New Year.
Sunday 30th January: Big churchyard birdwatch
11:00am – 1:00pm with warming refreshments!
All welcome to help us spot birds visiting the churchyard. Books
and binoculars will be available, plus identification help
on hand.
Results will be sent to the RSPB – a good Citizen
Science project for all families are especially welcome.
If you would like information about The Friends group, become a Friend, or
give membership as a gift, do please get in touch with the Secretary: e-mail:
hemblington@gmail.com, or telephone: 01603 715804. Your support for this
lovely little Medieval church would mean so much.

The story of the inspiring Gurney family
Read about a Quaker family growing up in the early 19 th century, their lives
dedicated to improving conditions and opportunities for others, their
acquaintances including William Wilberforce, Harriet Martineau and Amelia
Opie, their families and the Norwich they knew.
In the late 18th century the Gurney children who lived at Earlham Hall
played in the shallows of the river, as teenagers the girls once joined hands
across the road and held up the Norwich coach, in the grounds they rode
their ponies and learned to sketch and paint with John Crome, the now
famous landscape artist, as their drawing master.
The 11 children grew up to be ardent supporters of the anti-slavery
movement; Betsy became Elizabeth Fry and worked ceaselessly for prison
reform; the dependable and trustworthy Gurney banks merged with their
relatives the Barclays.
"The Gurney Children of Earlham Hall"
researched and written by Barbara Pilch on 01603 714519.
Available at £10.
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The course aim is to provide an introduction
to more than 300 years of change in the
landscape and communities, primarily in the
historic counties of Norfolk and Suffolk.
This is based on original observations and
recommendations of travellers and writers
in past centuries.
Please
contact
thebe
Blofield
branch
with any
The course
will
held on
Tuesday
mornings
queries: th
blofield.branch@wea.ac.uk
or telephone
th
from 18 January to 8 March, 2022.
01603 537029.

10.00 a.m. – 12.00 noon.
Half term is 15th February.

Course fee £55.30
If you receive certain benefits you may be entitled to a free course.

To enrol online:
https://enrolonline.wea.org.uk/Online/Coursesearch.
aspx and quote Blofield branch and Course reference
C2228245 or ‘phone 0300 303 3464 quoting the course
reference C2228245.

History & Culture

WEA Blofield is offering this 7 week course
at Blofield Courthouse, 28 Yarmouth Road,
Blofield NR13 4JU with tutor Stephen JefferyPoulter.

wea.org.uk

Arts & Crafts

An Historic Tour
of East Anglia

Local contact: 01603 537029 / Blofield.branch@wea.ac.uk
Supported by

The WEA is a charity registered in England and Wales
(no. 1112775) and in Scotland (no. SC039239).
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NOTICE BOARD
Blafelda (Blofield) Probus Club
Lunch meetings at the Shoulder of Mutton are held on the 3rd Wednesday of
each month. It is a good opportunity for gentlemen who are retired, or about
to retire, to expand their circle of acquaintances. If you are interested,
contact Alex Mason (alexwmason@yahoo.co.uk/Tel 01603 716735) or Mike
Cole (mikecole@uwclub.net/Tel 01603 713839).
Blofield Court House Village Screen
THE LAST BUS (12A) - Friday 3rd December
An elderly man, whose wife has just passed away, uses his free bus pass to
undertake a nostalgic journey from John O'Groats to where the couple had
originally lived in Cornwall, using only local buses. A wistful and gentle film
starring Timothy Spall and Phyllis Logan.
Matinee: 2.30pm (Tea & cakes); Evening: 7.30pm (Bar & soft drinks).
Tickets: £5.00 from S & S Mitchell Newsagents, The Street, Blofield.
Please note there will only be 40 tickets available for each performance.
Enquiries to 01603 712306
Blofield Parish Council
Meetings will take place on a Monday at 7:30pm in Blofield Courthouse
Main Hall unless otherwise notified. During 2021 the Parish Council will hold
two meetings a month (with the exception of April, August and December). A
monthly council meeting for all matters arising and a monthly planning
meeting dedicated to discussing and commenting on planning applications.
In addition to being published on the council website, the Agendas and the
venue of meetings are always posted on the 3 village notice boards located
by Blofield Village Shop, Blofield Library and Blofield Heath Village Shop.
6th December: Parish Council Meeting. Website: https://www.blofieldpc.info
Aid for Animals
We have some lovely, young rescue dogs looking for good homes. If you are
interested and can give a good, loving home then please ring Margaret at Aid
for Animals on 01603 716883.
WEA Blofield Branch
Thanks to all who made the autumn meeting “Laughing Matters – film and
TV comedy” with tutor Nigel Herwin, such a success. It was great to have
met up properly at The Courthouse once again. Covid-19 regulations
allowing, the January 2022 course will be “An Historic Tour of East Anglia”
led by Stephen Jeffery-Poulter. This 7-week course will start on Tuesday 18th
January (10.00am – 12.00 noon). Full details and enrolment is on the
website: www.wea.org.uk. - Course Ref: C2228245.
If you would like to know more about the WEA locally, please contact the
Secretary: e-mail: Blofield.branch@wea.ac.uk or ‘phone: 01603 537029.
With all the compliments of the season to everyone,
WEA Blofield branch committee.
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NOTICE BOARD
BADCOG ~ Blofield and District Conservation Group
An active group which undertakes site management of local wildlife habitats,
BADCOG holds fortnightly work parties. We meet on Saturday mornings
starting at 10.30am and finishing no later than 1pm. Anyone can come and
join in for as little or as long as they like. The next work parties will be:
4th December at Walsham Fen; 18th December at Railway Wood;
8th January at Lingwood Pond.
Any changes to plans will be on the website www.badcog.co.uk
Blofield Preschool Playgroup, Margaret Harker Hall
A friendly, committee-run playgroup for children aged from 2½ years old.
Free ‘Early Education’ funding for 3 and 4 year olds and full access to the
‘Early Years Foundation Stage’. Open Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday
during term time. Sessions available 9.10am – 12.10pm, 12.10pm – 3.10pm,
or 9.10am – 3.10pm. Call us on 01603 712498 for more information or to
arrange a visit. For further details follow us on Twitter: @BlofieldPreSch or
visit our Facebook page at:
http:www.facebook.com/BlofieldPreSchoolPlaygroup.
If you would like your child to be added to our Waiting List, please email us
on blofieldpreschool@outlook.com.
Keep Blofield Special
We are a small group of volunteers who like to keep our villages looking
attractive and reasonably free of litter. We meet monthly for about an hour's
litter-picking. Anyone is welcome to join us, there is never a shortage of litter,
unfortunately! December litter-picks take place on:
Monday, 6th December, meet at Heathlands, Blofield Heath at 9.30am.
Monday, 13th December, meet at the Old Court House, Blofield at 9.30am.
As we come to the end of another year, we wish everyone a peaceful
Christmas, and thank residents, dog-walkers and others who also collect
litter around the villages.
Blofield and District Gardening Club
The committee wishes everyone all the compliments of the season. It is sad
that no meetings have been held in 2021, but very much looking forward to
restarting properly in 2022. Details of the AGM, to be held on Wednesday
evening, 9th March at The Margaret Harker Hall in Blofield, will be published
in newsletters in February and March and e-mailed directly to members.
If you are interested in learning more about the Gardening Club, which meets
once a month on a Wednesday evening from March – July and then
September – November, do please contact the Secretary: e-mail:
blofieldgardeningclub@outlook.com or ‘phone: 01603 715 804. Information
about the club is also on our Website: www.blofieldgardeningclub.org.uk.
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NOTICE BOARD
Village Voices
Singing together can be beneficial and joyful and although we cannot get
together just now, we have got to grips with Zoom and the Village Voices
community choir carries on virtually and in spirit! Even connecting this way is
still great fun and we've been enjoying the sessions. Many of the songs we
are singing on Zoom are popular songs that most people know so it's still
possible to join in if singing with others in a fashion would help boost your
spirits. For more information, call Suzanne on 01603 716268 or check our
website http://villagevoices1.wixsite.com/choir.
Blofield Tennis Club
Blofield Tennis Club is up and running again! We warmly welcome players of
all standards, from beginners to team players. Now is a great time for lapsed
players to get back into the game at a supportive, very friendly and local
tennis club. To join, just sign up on our website: www.clubspark.lta.org.uk/
blofieldtennisclub or contact: blofieldtennisclub@btinternet.com.
Brundall & Blofield Good Neighbour Scheme
Blofield Parish Council is working in partnership with the Brundall and
Blofield Good Neighbour Scheme to support the community through the
current pandemic we are experiencing. If you need assistance at this current
time with collecting shopping or medication, then please call, & also for more
information.-.call free: 0800 688 9677 and we can make sure that someone
can help you.
Brundall Local History Group
Our meetings with talks are on Saturday afternoons. There is no meeting this
month. The next meeting is on Saturday 8th January at 2.30pm in the
Memorial Hall, Links Avenue, Brundall: ‘LASTS & LEATHER: Let’s talk about
Shoes’ - an illustrated talk by Barbara Miller. Membership is by annual
subscription of £12 allowing free admission to BLHG’s annual programme of
talks at Brundall Memorial Hall, Links Avenue (£2.50 to visitors).
The website is regularly updated: www.brundallvillagehistory.org.uk.
Extend (Movement to Music for Older People & Disabled Adults)
The classes commenced at the Brundall Memorial Hall on Monday 12th July.
As before - MONDAYS: registration at 13.45, so that we start at 14.00 and
finish at 15.00. Class is held weekly barring Bank Holidays. Cost: £4.00 per
class. For more information please contact Jenny Hall on 01508 494443 or
xxfap57@qfqfq.plus.com. (Brundall Memorial Hall, Links Avenue, Brundall
NORWICH, NR13 5LL)
Heathlands - Heathlands Social club
We have planned some attractions in the next few months. We are open
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday from 7.30pm until last orders at 10.30pm
and close at 11.00pm. On Fridays and Saturdays, we open earlier at 5.30pm.
Sunday opening is from noon. For Christmas opening see page 17. Any
queries please ring either Jill on 714164 or Alan on 07818466473.
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NOTICE BOARD
Blofield Heath W.I.

Gail Armstrong, our adviser, came to our A.G.M. in November. Our meeting was
very well attended, & the committee provided the refreshments. Our next
meeting is our Christmas social event. We are looking forward to a Christmas
meal at The Old Rectory on Tuesday 14th December.

Hemblington Parish Council
Parish Council meetings take place every two months normally on the last
Monday of the month. They start at 7.30pm and held at the Heathlands
Community Centre in Woodbastwick Road, Blofield Heath, NR13 4PH. There
is no meeting in December. Information will be available on our noticeboards
and our website: http://hemblingtonparish.org.uk.
Hemblington Pre-School
Hemblington Pre School operates from Heathlands. A maximum of 26
children may attend at any one time. It is open during term times on
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 9.30 am until 12.30 pm and on Wednesday
from noon until 3 pm. All children share access to a secure enclosed outdoor
play area. Ofsted Rated - Good. If you require further information (particularly
during these uncertain times) then please call 01603 712616 (office hours) or
contact: Fiona Trimble on 07716 869506 and visit our website:
www.hemblingtonpreschool.com.
Lingwood & Burlingham Parish Council
Apart from when meetings are held by Zoom, all meetings are held at the
Lingwood Village Hall, Parish Council Meeting Room, Station Road,
Lingwood, generally on the 1st TUESDAY of the month starting at 7.30pm.
(Please check notice boards in case of variation). This month’s Parish
Council meeting is on the 7th December. Planning consultation meetings
are sometimes held between meeting dates when planning proposals have
to be considered within 23 days. For information the Council has a website:
https://lingwood-burlinghamparishcouncil.norfolkparishes.gov.uk.
Monday Munch at St. Lawrence's, South Walsham
On the first Monday of each month (apart from January), the churches of
Fishley, South Walsham & Upton organize a get-together in St. Lawrence's
Church between 12.30 and 4.00pm. We provide light lunches, tea, coffee
and cakes, and lots of chat!
There is no charge, but donations are always welcome. From time to time, as
funds allow, we donate to various charities and often have raffles in aid of
specific causes, for example, Macmillan, Breast Cancer and Great Yarmouth
foodbank.
A warm welcome is extended to people in our new Benefice, we would love
to see you. Just come along any month.
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HEATHLANDS NEXT MANAGEMENT MEETING
IS ON 7TH DECEMBER AT 7.00PM

Everybody at Heathlands and Social Club wish you all a
Happy Christmas and looking forward to a better New Year.
FORTHCOMING ATTRACTIONS
CHILDRENS PARTY - at Heathlands: Saturday December 4th from 2.00pm
to 4.00pm. We suggest this party is for the younger children. Freddie is
coming to entertain again this year.
Light tea and maybe, just maybe, Father Christmas might pop in.
Tickets are from Becky at Pre-School, or Jill on 714164, or the Social Club.
Limited numbers this year, so get your tickets early.
TEA and CHAT at Heathlands December 7th from 2.00pm to 4.00pm.
Lovely cakes etc, cuppa and lots of chat.
See you all on the 7th - super raffle as well.

Date for 2022 - Heathlands Jumble Sale will be on Saturday February 19th.
Doors will open at 2.00pm. Jumble etc from 12 noon.
BINGO DATES - Friday December 3rd - also a Tombola for Macmillan, and
Christmas one on Friday December 17th.
We will return on January 7th, doors open 6.45pm, eyes down 7.30pm.
Planning an event for 2022/23? - large hall for hire with fully stocked bar.
Ring Jill on 714164 and ask for availability, and come and have a look at our
facilities.

SOCIAL CLUB CHRISTMAS OPENING HOURS.
21st December, 22nd & 23rd - normal opening hours: 7.30pm - 11.00pm.
December 24th - We are open from 4.00pm until last orders 9.30pm and
close at 10.00pm.
December 25th - Doors open at 12 noon - 2.00pm. Last orders 1.30pm &
close at 2.00pm.
We are then closed until Tuesday January 4th.
Darts every Tuesday in the Club, Pool every other week on a Thursday.
Bridge evening in the club on a Tuesday, come along and have a game.
Short Mat Bowls is on a Wednesday evening from 8.00pm in the main hall.
Anybody fancy any of these, call in or ring 714164 and ask about them.
Friday we are open from 5.30pm, and Nippy Chippy there from 4.30pm.
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“To be inspired is great.
To inspire is incredible”.

This is my story.
We are never too old to volunteer, it’s just a case of finding something you
feel passionate about and getting stuck in. I have volunteered with the
YMCA for over five years. I had no idea where I was being led, but I did
know that as Christians, we are transformed by the love of Christ and it is up
to us to go out and share that love with the poor, the weak, the oppressed
and powerless, the homeless; our brothers and sisters.
I might be working with a dozen families at any one time. It is challenging,
frustrating, but most of all rewarding, and fills me with joy. Every week varies
and that’s what makes it so interesting. A typical week might go like this:

Monday: Contact five or six mums for availability to visit that week. There
are usually a few replies, a couple of fixed appointments and occasionally, a
late message about noisy neighbours, the cost of electricity, the need for
children’s clothes, or for someone for whom English is not their first
language, a request for help with reading and completing forms. It may be a
cry for help because their benefits have been sanctioned.
Tuesday: An early start means I can hopefully get a free parking space for
two hours in the City to make my meeting with my overworked Supervisors.
They may be at the end of a nine day, late night shift pattern or dealing with
Social Services over a safeguarding issue, but always find the time to
discuss all the clients and make sure I’m aware of tricky situations.
•

•

•

Visit 1 – Allow C to talk about her Child in Need meeting due the
following week with all the relevant bodies as well as the fact that she
hasn’t got money to transport her children by bus to the ‘safe place’ for
her ex-partner’s supervised contact. I offer to attend her C in N
meeting with her and discover her high electricity bills are due to her
having heating on 24/7!
Visit 2 – Help M to complete application form from City College as she
has applied to improve her English and computer skills. Try to
reassure her about moving on and that NCC will allocate her a
property which she must accept rather than the previous OPTIONS
where you were allowed to bid for a property.
Meet a new client for coffee. C is moving into a property as soon as it
becomes vacant as she is fleeing domestic violence. C is middle aged
and has a baby and teen to support but has left a job, home and has
nothing. I begin sending messages to contacts for furniture, bedding,
etc.
Continuing on next page
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Wednesday: Get a call from S in the office telling me a second lady is
fleeing domestic violence and will be moving in the following week and her
and her three children have only the clothes they’ve escaped in. She has
three anxious children, living in one room in temporary accommodation. I
contact T and reassure her that we are there for her, and that she should just
look after herself and her children for the time being. I will liaise with her
social worker and try to get her flat furnished and equipped by the next
Friday.
Thursday:
•
Contact City College and Voluntary Norfolk to enquire about
appropriate courses for M, complete her forms and arrange to drop
them with her the following week.
•
Send an email to the Solicitor working on a case for one of the ladies
who is a refugee. Her children are still in Africa and the legal process
has been long and complicated. I scan her sponsor’s necessary
documents for the application and email them to the solicitor in the
hope this is the final stage before the Home Office.
•
I receive a phone call from a friend saying they are clearing a relative’s
house and there may be items of furniture, curtains, crockery, etc. that
I could use – I excitedly arrange to meet at the house and collect as
much as I can fit in the car for my ladies.
It sounds exhausting and sometimes, emotional, - it is, but I get an enormous
amount of support, and the people I have met have taught me so much
about generosity and thankfulness and hopefully made me more accepting,
tolerant and less judgemental. I’ve been welcomed into a world I knew little
about, a place where there are huge cultural and sexual differences, a world
of drugs, safeguarding and heartache, but I have also met people who show
hospitality to strangers and welcome me into their home. With support, some
have moved on to jobs, further education and university. I’ve met women
who have suffered more than I can imagine but have a resilience and faith
that inspires me.
Yvonne Mack

‘Go to the homeless, to those who have nowhere; Go where my people
sleep out in the rain. I had no comforts but what others gave me; Offer them
shelter, give ease to their pain. (Words: Allan Charles Dickinson )
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Apologies for telephone number error in August issue of
Blofield News
Article:‘A warm welcome to all newcomers to Blofield....’
Mrs Toni Berry sends her sincere apologies to all who attempted to
contact Richard Codling, and to the person who received unnecessary
calls on the wrong number.
The article should have read:
….You may be aware that we have a communal orchard in the village, just
beyond the camping centre and farm shop. Why not come and join us?
We have over 50 apple trees which produce local varieties like the Blofield
Russet, the Norfolk Beefing, & the Norfolk Beauty, as well as a plum and a
fig tree.
We meet every Tuesday between 10am and 12 noon, when we might be
involved in grafting buds on to rootstock, pruning, picking, weeding,
scything, wassailing, depending on the time of year. We're a friendly
bunch, always keen to meet ‘fellow-Blofieldians’. If you would like to join
us, do give Richard Codling a ring on 07900355902.
“Never regret anything that made you smile” – Mark Twain
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SUDOKU FOR THIS MONTH
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The solution will
be in next
month’s
(January)
Blofield News,
Good luck!
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SOLUTION TO
NOVEMBER SUDOKU
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Art Studio Open in North Burlingham
To arrange a visit email su.tay@me.com
Original artwork – commissions, cards,
mugs, cushions, etc for sale.
Please enjoy a visit,
you will be very welcome.
Susan Lynda Taylor
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03 Friday

Bingo

Heathlands

03 Friday

Village Screen

Blofield Court House

04 Saturday

Children’s Party

Heathlands

04 Saturday

BADCOG

Walsham Fen

06 Monday

Blofield PC Meeting

Blofield Court House

06 Monday

Keep Blofield Special

Heathlands

07 Tuesday

Lingwood & Burlingham PC Meeting Lingwood Village Hall

07 Tuesday

Tea and Chat

Heathlands

07 Tuesday

Heathlands Management Meeting

Heathlands

13 Monday

Keep Blofield Special

Blofield Court House

14 Tuesday

Blofield Heath WI Meeting

The Old Rectory

Toddlers’ Nativity Play

Blofield Church

Bingo

Heathlands

BADCOG

Railway Wood

Making of Christingles

Blofield Church

Christingle Service

Blofield Church

15 Wednesday
17 Friday
18 Saturday
22 Wednesday
24 Friday

Any activity, meeting or event, advertised in this edition of Blofield
News, will be subject to government guidelines whether they will be
allowed to take place.
Disclaimer: The publisher takes no responsibility for the accuracy of statements
made by contributors or advertisers and does not endorse any goods or services
offered in advertisements.

Editor: Gill O’Brien, Email: blofieldnews@blofieldchurch.org.uk; Tel: 01603 713720
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