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Blofield News is the monthly parish magazine for St. Andrew & St. Peter 
Blofield, All Saints Hemblington and St. Andrew, North Burlingham. It is sold 
in these churches and in local shops. If you live in one of our parishes and 
purchase a year’s subscription we can probably deliver it to your home free of 
charge. If you live outside the parishes you can have copies sent to your 
home either by post or by email. A large print version is available to anyone 
who is having difficulty reading our standard publication. 
For more information, please contact the editor, Gill, whose contact details 
are on the back page. The last date for submissions is the 15th of the 
previous month. 

 
 

 

Rector: Revd. Kevin Billson Tel: 01603 712299 
Retired Priest: Revd. Canon Judith Wilson Tel: 01603 211509 
Retired Priest: Revd. Canon Pat Atkinson Tel: 01603 714720 
Non-stipendiary Curate: Revd. Sue Shillam Tel: 01603 211629 
 

St. Andrew & St. Peter, Blofield 
Churchwardens: Mrs. Y. Mack Tel: 01603 715213 & Mr. S. Wales Tel: 01603 
211931. Website: www.blofieldchurch.org.uk  
 

All Saints, Hemblington 
Churchwardens: Mr. S. Mutten Tel: 01603 715701 & Mrs. C. Howe  
Tel: 01603 270360. Website: www.hemblingtonchurch.org.uk 
 

St. Andrew & St. Peter, North Burlingham 
Contact: Revd. Kevin Billson Tel: 01603 712299 
Website: www.northburlinghamchurch.org.uk 
 

ALL THREE CHURCHES ARE OPEN DAILY FROM 9.30AM - DUSK 
Hand sanitiser is provided along with a sign in book and QR code scanners. 

 
 

 

Funerals 
16th February, Geoffrey Morgan aged 73 at Great Yarmouth Crematorium 
7th March, Cecil Payne aged 79 at Blofield Church 
 

Interment of Ashes 
15th March, Coral Woods at Hemblington Church 

WELCOME 

MINISTRY TEAM 

FROM THE REGISTERS 
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LETTER FROM OUR RECTOR 
 

The world is in a troubled place at the current time. Many of 
the hopes for peace, security and prosperity for the nations 
of the world, which seemed so certain as our century began, 
have now been shattered. In these times, certainties on 
which human aspirations can be based are hard to find. As I 
write, the war in Ukraine continues to rage, and conflicts in 
other parts of the world, though temporarily out of the news 
headlines, are still happening. All of this comes in addition to 
the recent pandemic and the man-made threat to the global 
climate - so how do we find hope? 
 

For the Christian, there is no more firm and certain hope than that promised 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. This is joyful news 
which we celebrate each Easter and, indeed, on every Sunday when the 
church gathers together for worship. For the Christian, the promise and 
celebration of Christ’s resurrection is at the centre of our lives and the way 
we live our lives - with hope. 
 

This does not mean that we expect the world to be a necessarily easy place 
to live in, free from trouble or pain. Jesus himself said: 
 

“I have told you these things (concerning his resurrection), so that in me you 
may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have 
overcome the world.” 
 

If we are feeling ourselves weighed down by the troubles we see and hear of 
in daily news bulletins, we might take heart by reading for ourselves again 
the many promises of Christ in the Gospels and especially the accounts of 
his resurrection. He defeated death to enable us to reign in life with him. That 
is a promise of a gloriously real hope that can overcome all fear. 
 
REV KEVIN BILLSON 

Suspension of the Sunday 8am Service 
at Blofield Church 

 

Many of you will be aware of the suspension of the 8.00am Service of 
Holy Communion at Blofield Church during the pandemic. Following the 
changes that occurred in the structure of our benefice, with the addition of 
the parish of South Walsham, Upton and Fishley, and the extra 
responsibilities that this has placed on the local ministry team, the PCC at 
Blofield agreed that it is not possible to continue this service. This will be 
noted as a sadness by the small congregation who came regularly to 
8.00am communion, but their grace in accepting this change is greatly 
appreciated. 

 

Rev Kevin Billson (Rector) 



 

Blofield News April 2022  Page 5

THREE CHURCHES TOGETHER 
BLOFIELD, HEMBLINGTON AND NORTH BURLINGHAM  

SERVICES FOR APRIL 2022 
 

Every Wednesday, at 9.30am, there is a morning service at Blofield Church. 
This service alternates between Holy Communion and a service of Morning 
Worship. It is followed by the West End café time serving a variety of 
refreshments (see details on page 7). 

 

For the arrangement of home communion, in cases of illness or where 
a person is unable to leave their home, please contact a member of the 

ministry team (telephone numbers on page 3). 

Sunday Blofield 
11.00am 

Hemblington 
9.30am 

North 
Burlingham 

3rd April Holy Communion 
Morning 
Worship 

Joint at 
Hemblington 

10th April 
Palm Sunday 

Morning Worship 
Holy 

Communion 
Joint at 

Hemblington 

17th April 
Easter Sunday 

Holy Communion 
Holy 

Communion 
Joint at 

Hemblington 

24th April Morning Worship 
Holy 

Communion 
Joint at 

Hemblington 

ADDITIONAL SERVICES FOR EASTER 2022 
 

 Blofield Hemblington North  
Burlingham 

Thursday 14th April 
Maundy Thursday 

Holy Communion for Maundy Thursday 
For our six Churches together 

At Blofield Church 7.00pm 
Preacher The Archdeacon of Norfolk 

Friday 15th April 
Good Friday 

Good Friday 
Worship in the 

Churchyard 
11.00am 

An Hour at the 
Cross at 2.30pm 

 

17th April 
Easter Sunday 

 
Sunrise Service 

6.00am 
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THE CHURCHES OF THE BLOFIELD BENEFICE 
Caring for our church family 

 

Looking after our church family and the wider community is very important to 
us, particularly during these dark and cold winter months. 
 

Our churches are open every day for you to visit and Sunday and Midweek 
services take place each week. 

 

If you or someone you know needs support, would like a phone call, or who 
has something special to celebrate please let Kevin, Sue or the church 
wardens know, so that we can make contact. 
 

Contact details are on page 3 

BLOFIELD CHURCH FOODBANK AND 
CARE IN THE COMMUNITY 

 

The need for the Foodbank is becoming even 
more urgent as we hear about those who have 
lost jobs, or finding the necessity of providing 
meals and essential toiletries very difficult while 

gas, electricity and fuel prices rise dramatically, or when benefits are 
sanctioned for many reasons. 
 

An enormous thank you to everyone who donates so generously for 
collection at Blofield Church. The past year has seen our donations 
increase by 30%. This is desperately needed by many vulnerable people in 
the city and local families in our villages. 
 

There is a basket for non-perishable food items and toiletries in the church 
porch. This is collected most days and delivered to the collection points. 
Most needed are: long life puddings, fruit juice and tinned fruits. 
 

Financial donations can also be made at www.norwichfoodbank.co.uk. 

BLOFIELD PARISH 
CHURCH 

ALL SAINTS CHURCH 
HEMBLINGTON 

ST ANDREWS CHURCH 
NORTH BURLINGHAM 

(North Burlingham PCC) 

Sort Code: 09 01 55 
  

Account No. 31794180 

Sort Code: 30 96 17 
 

Account No. 00040822 

Sort Code: 30 99 97 
 

Account No. 30101668 

What about collections and giving to our churches? 
 

We are grateful that many people have continued with their planned giving 
and regular donations, though, I’m sure you are aware that there is a 
considerable strain on each church’s finances at the present time. If at all 
possible, please consider giving by online donations, by BACS or by 
standing order. Bank Account Details for offerings and gifts directly to 
Church Accounts are as follows: 
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BLOFIELD CHURCH 

WEDNESDAY MORNING BENEFICE SERVICE 
AT BLOFIELD CHURCH 

 

The Wednesday morning services are at 9.30am 
and follow a pattern of Holy Communion and 

Morning Worship: 
 

 6th April – Morning Worship 
13th April – Holy Communion 
20th April – Morning Worship 
27th April - Holy Communion 

 

The service is followed by coffee and chat in the 

West End - All welcome. 
 

TURN YOUR EVERYDAY ONLINE SHOPPING INTO 
FREE DONATIONS FOR BLOFIELD CHURCH 

You can raise donations for Blofield Church whenever you shop online with 
over 6,000 retailers including John Lewis & Partners, eBay, Argos, ASOS, 
M&S, household bills, car and house insurance and many more. Plus, we'll 
get a bonus £5 donation when you do! 
 

Sign up for free via www.easyfundraising.org.uk 
 

Every free donation, no matter how small, is appreciated. 
 

After signing up, whenever you are going to shop online, just login to the 
Easyfundraising website, select the retailer you want and activate the free 
donation for any online purchases you make, and then shop as normal. (You 
can bookmark the link to the website to make it easier to find).  

 

However, if you buy things from Amazon, you will need to login to 
AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.co.uk) and enter “Blofield Church” in the 
Search box. St Andrew and St Peter should come up in the display list for 
you to select as the charity that you want to support. 
For further information contact Avril on 07533624410. 
 

Thank you for supporting Blofield Church!! 

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk
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We are open on Wednesdays between 1 – 3pm 
during term time. 

 

We have been delighted to meet so many new mums, dads, 
babies, toddlers and grandparents, as well as parents 

we’ve known for many years during the past year. 
Our group is open to all, you are welcome. 

 

Refreshments are served to the adults and a healthy 
snack to the children. All sessions are offered free but a 

donation bowl is available if you wish to contribute. 
 

Please contact Yvonne on 07720942955 or Barbara 
on 714519 for further information or you can go to the 
Blofield Church Website at www.blofieldchurch.org.uk 

 

WE ARE BACK 
ON WEDNESDAY 20TH APRIL - 25TH MAY 

 

Everyone is welcome, especially children, to join us for the  

Mothering Sunday Service on 27th March 11.00am, 

Palm Sunday Service 10th April 11.00am, 

Easter Sunday Celebration 17th April 11.00am. 

Blofield Church presents an Afternoon Tea Concert 
on Sunday, May 1st at 3pm 

 

With Emma Nuule - soprano, and John Farmer on organ. 

http://www.blofieldchurch.org.uk
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Yes, please – I would like to come to the Easter Fun Day! 
Pay £5 on the day! 
 

NAME _________________________________AGE _____________ 
 
CONTACT NUMBERS (2 required)
_________________________and_____________________________ 
 
Email address _____________________________________________ 
 

Any medical or nutritional needs we should know about (e.g. dairy free, 
vegan, allergies)? 
 

___________________________________________

EASTER FUN DAY 

BLOFIELD CHURCH 

For children aged 5 - 11 years (Y1 - 6) 

Monday 11th April from 10am - 2pm 
Come with your friends and join us for a fun filled activity day, 

finding out about Easter through games, baking, stories, drama, 
modelling, creative art activities and songs. 

Bring a packed lunch – and plenty of energy! 
Contact Yvonne on 01603 715213, 

yvonnemack60@gmail.com 

or Judith on 01603 713197 to book 

or for further information. 

Leaders are all DBS checked. 
 

BOOKING ESSENTIAL: forms available from Blofield and Hemblington 

Churches. £5 per child (reduction for more than 1 child per family). 
 

Please book by phone, email or post your reply slip in the box at the back 

of Blofield Church by Friday 8th April 2022 (NUMBERS LIMITED). 
 

Completed forms can be placed in the box at the back of Blofield Church. 
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UKRAINE CRISIS 
 

THE BIG BREAKFAST AT BLOFIELD CHURCH 
 

An idea, born out of the devastating images on our screens, of the pain and 
suffering of the people of the Ukraine, was prayed for, planned and brought 
to fruition in six days. Our thanks go to Caroline who had the vision for The 
Big Breakfast, Blofield Church Hospitality Team and the many friends who 
made the day such a success. The Big Breakfast raised an amount of almost 
£6,000 on the day, and with subsequent generous donations from the 
congregation, the current total stands in excess of £7,500, with more 
donations still arriving. 
   
A few people who came to the event summed it up like this: 
 

‘It was so lovely to hear the noise of people talking and laughter, and children 
playing in the church. It was a great cause to be raising money for, and so 
many people attended to show their support. Thank you to everyone who 
made this happen’. 
 

‘We received a leaflet through the door for The Big Breakfast. My husband is 
particularly loyal to Archer’s Butchers, declaring them as his favourite, so it 
didn't take much convincing for us to go for breakfast at Blofield Church. On 
arrival we found all 200 of the Archer’s sausages had gone. Cue 
disgruntled husband. 
However, more were on their way very promptly’. 
 

‘The hospitality team at Blofield Church really exceeded any of my 
expectations. Maverick, our 5-year-old, was delighted to see some of his 
school friends in the kids’ corner and they were well entertained. What a 
great turn out for an awesome cause. Thoroughly enjoyed by all’. Xx Paul & 
Leanne Gedge. 
 

‘The ‘Big Breakfast’ organised by Blofield Church gave a real sense of what 
true community is about. Not only was there a chance to meet new people, 
catch up with old friends and enjoy the delicious breakfast food, it was an 
opportunity for locals to feel they were supporting the Ukrainians in some 
way. It truly was an uplifting experience to see that so many people care. 
The only thing I might add is - A very ‘BIG’ “well done” to the team that 
organised it’. Aileen Glanville. 

 
Yvonne Mack 
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After listening to a request for donations for the Ukraine 
on Radio Norfolk, I felt so moved by her talk that 
immediately I sent messages across to all my family and 
friends and on social media, making a request for all the 
things they were so desperate for. Immediately, things 
started flooding in. How amazing, people were so 
generous. In desperate times like these, people certainly 
pull together. 
 

Well, within a week, we were able to fill a van and 
transported the items to Sue, the co-ordinator in Oulton 
Broad. Her garages had been completely emptied only 
that morning, to be then taken to the Ukraine Church in 
Peterborough ready for the long journey to Poland. By 
the time we left her house, her garages were completely 
full once again - Absolutely overwhelming! 
 

Thank you so much to everyone who helped with the 
items so desperately needed. Let us remember the 
people of Ukraine in our prayers each day and pray for peace. 

Lynda and Keith Beck. 

Thank you 
 

I want to say a big thankyou on behalf of myself and Blofield Church to all 
the residents of Blofield and beyond who contributed so generously at the 
recent breakfast and cake sale for Ukraine and the refugees. Almost £6,000 
was raised on the day, and it has already been sent via the DEC, with more 
donations still arriving." Thank you also to Caroline Wales and the wonderful 
team of volunteer helpers who did such a superb job of organising the 
breakfast in such a short time so that donations could be raised quickly. 
 

Thank you also to Lynda and Keith Beck and all those who have lent a hand 
and donated so generously from local villages to collect some of the 
practical day to day necessities that have now been forwarded to Poland. 
 

As a church and a benefice, we continue to feel the burden of that country at 
the present time. We are therefore going to hold a prayer vigil at Blofield 
Church on Sunday 10th April for Ukraine and peace in the wider world. 
This will be from 2pm - 8pm. There will be the opportunity to pray silently 
and any and every one can come and go as is convenient for them during 
the time, staying for a few moments or a longer period as they wish. The vigil 
will end with the peaceful service of compline at 7.30pm. 

 

Rev Kevin Billson (Rector) 

UKRAINE CRISIS continued….. 
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The stench still seeps 
inch by inch 
into imagination; 
and bodies stripped 
of flesh, 
still line the walls 
of my mind. 
And the same 
so very human 
prejudice, 
which thought the world 
cleansed, 
by taking out the things 
they cannot 
understand, 
still decks the corridors 
of human dreams. 
 
We stop 
at fifty years, 
to festival the end 
of those 
now dreaded times. 
And still forget, 
deep in the mine 
of human souls, 
compressed like peat, 
urges and fears, 
and all the same 
demons, 
wait their chance 
to rise again, 
inflame another day. 
 
 

 
How else Rwanda’s 
holocaust, 
and Bosnia’s stench, 
and Oklahoma’s tidy life 
returned to chaos? 
Eden’s Fall? 
 
Wealth’s flimsy skin, 
and culture’s 
fragile claims, 
are not enough 
to overturn 
the force of generations, 
genes, 
and nature’s drives, 
enhanced by will, 
and choice, 
and fantasies of power, 
and dreams of 
dominating might, 
to be the universal peak, 
unthreatened, supreme, 
controlling all that is, 
to please my own 
psychotic ends. 
 
Usurper of Creator’s place; 
how do you think 
that you, 
who rose from dust, 
and dust returns, 
can take possession 
of the form 
that sculpted you? 
 

Rev Canon Paul Oliver 

V.E. DAY 
(Written on the 50th anniversary of the ending of World War 2 in Europe) 
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Everyone’s welcome 
for a little bit of chat/conversation, friendship, 

laughter and crafting 
 

WE NEXT MEET ON 
Thursday 7th April 12.00 - light lunch 

Monday 18th April 10.00am - refreshments 
 

Further information contact Jenny 01603 712968 

OPEN DOORS 

New to Blofield New to Blofield Church 
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WANTED 
Jam Jars for Marmalade to sell (proceeds to go to Blofield Church) 

and Material suitable to make bunting. 
Contact Sarah on 07584638854. 

 

 

The story of the inspiring  
Gurney family of Earlham Hall. 

 

On sale at £10 with proceeds going to the  
St Martins Housing Trust's work supporting the homeless. 

~~~~~~~~ 
In the late 18th century, the Gurney children who lived at Earlham Hall rode 
their ponies in the grounds and learned to sketch and paint with their 
drawing master, John Crome, the now famous landscape artist. 
 

This book tells of a Quaker family growing up in the early 19th century, their 
lives dedicated to improving conditions and opportunities for others, their 
acquaintances including William Wilberforce, Harriet Martineau and Amelia 
Opie, their families and the Norwich they knew. 
 

The 11 children grew up to be ardent supporters of the anti-slavery 
movement; Betsy became Elizabeth Fry and worked ceaselessly for prison 
reform; the dependable and trustworthy Gurney banks merged with their 
relatives the Barclays. 

"The Gurney Children of Earlham Hall" 
researched and written by Barbara Pilch. 

Available by phoning 01603 714519. 
 

Discover more about the village you live in: 
“The Book of Blofield and Hemblington” (160 pages)  

filled with archive photos. 
Read about people who once lived here; see what once was where houses 
now stand; view aerial photos of some areas; learn about these vibrant 
villages, the sporting and social clubs and societies, schools, church life, 
farming, wartime, the early history of the area and more. 

 

AND 
 

“The Book of Blofield and Hemblington Revisited” (154 pages). 
A further in depth look at our villages with many extra photographs, 
descriptions and anecdotes, maps and aerial views telling more of our 
parishes past and present. 

Available at £15 each by phoning Barbara Pilch on 01603 714519. 
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HEMBLINGTON CHURCH 

The Friends of All Saints Church, Hemblington 
 

Thursday evening, 19th May (7:00pm) - Great news! Local 
broadcaster David Clayton has offered to give a talk in church - 
“On the road – with Mic!” He is always an interesting and 
entertaining speaker. We hope you will come along to hear his 

anecdotes and enjoy his free-style chat. Entry is of course free. 
The talk will be followed by refreshments and then The Friends AGM for 
those who wish to stay. 
 

Membership of The Friends is open to all – just £10 per year or lifetime 
membership £100. You might wish to join because of a family association - 
baptism, marriage or family burial. The group raises funds to help keep the 
church watertight and the churchyard in good order. 
Information is available from: hemblington@gmail.com / 01603 715804 and 
www.hemblingtonchurch.org.uk. 
 

Thanks to all who worked on hedging maintenance in the churchyard 
recently. If anyone would like to join in, helping to keep the hedges in good 
order or surveying for wildlife regularly, do please get in touch. 

Events at Hemblington Church: 
   

Make & Mardle returns on Tuesday, 26th April between 10am – 12 noon in 
church. Tea, coffee, cake & a warm welcome await you and, if you like, bring 
along any knitting, sewing or craft you are working on. It will be good to be 
able to meet up again to catch up. 
  

Hemblington Flower Festival - Save the date! 
Hemblington are planning to hold a flower festival on Saturday 10th and 
Sunday 11th September. The theme will be ‘Astounding Inventions’ as part 
of the Heritage Open Day celebrations. If you would like to help, there will be 
a number of ways to do so: 
 

 Maybe you would like to help sponsor one of our displays because you 
are a local business and this would provide advertising for your company? 

 You would like a display dedicated to a loved one as a celebration or in 
their memory? 

 You are a wonderfully philanthropic person who would just like to support 
your local church! 

 

Each sponsor can be acknowledged both at the display indicating their 
support for this special event and in the programme (unless you would prefer 
to remain anonymous). For this, we would be looking for a donation towards 
the cost of the materials in the display. 
 

For more information: please call Lynda on 01603 713597 or Catherine on 
01603 270360. 

Thank you 

mailto:hemblington@gmail.com
http://www.hemblingtonchurch.org.uk


 

Blofield News April 2022  Page 16



 

Blofield News April 2022  Page 17

Blofield & District Gardening Club 
 – celebrating 50 years of gardening 

& friendship 
 

If you would like to hear about beekeeping and 
encouraging bees into your garden, do come along to the Club’s meeting on 
Wednesday, 13th April at 7.30pm at The Margaret Harker Hall in Blofield. 
Local bee-keeper, Lynda Hunt will be discussing “Bee friendly gardens”. The 
members’ competition is “three stems of daffodil” - Free refreshments and a 
raffle too. 
 

All can join the Club at this meeting – membership is just £8 for a full year of 
8 meetings, eligibility to enter items in the Annual Summer Show (Saturday, 
16th July), membership of a seed order scheme and discounts at some local 
garden centres too. For people new to the area, this would be a great way to 
meet experienced local gardeners, hear interesting garden-related talks and 
make new friends. 
All details are on our website: www.blofieldgardeningclub.org.uk. 
 

Susan Rowe, Secretary 
Blofield & District Gardening Club 

World Day of Prayer 
 

 World Day of Pray was held on Friday March 4th. 
The organisation behind this event is led by 
Christian women from 170 countries, bringing 
together many races, traditions and cultures to 
share in a common day of prayer. This year the 
service was the work of Christian women of 
England, Wales and Northern Ireland. 
 

At Hemblington we held a morning of prayer, 
reflection and fellowship, followed by a simple 
lunch. Having been forced last year to change to 
a Zoom event, we were very pleased to be back 
in the church. 
 

We had an interesting and enjoyable morning. 
Amongst other things we learnt something about 
Caedmon, the first English poet, discussed living 

in Britain from a newcomer’s point of view and shared some of the beautiful 
prayers and reflections provided by “The World Day of Prayer” organisation. 
 

In the afternoon we were able to join in our local service at St. Lawrence 
Brundall. It was wonderful to be back there after a two-year gap. 
 

Jennifer Harvey 

http://www.blofieldgardeningclub.org.uk
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Blafelda (Blofield) Probus Club 
The club provides an enjoyable social meeting point for men who are retired 
or about to retire. We meet for lunch on the third Wednesday of every month 
at THE RAM, 108 The Street, Brundall NR13 5LP at 12 noon for lunch at 
12.30pm. If you are new to the area it is a good way to get to know people. 
Lunch is followed by a talk, often on a subject of particularly local interest. 
We have vacancies for members so if you are interested contact Alex Mason 
(alexwmason@yahoo.co.uk/Tel. 01603 716735) or Mike Cole 
(mikecole@uwclub.net/Tel. 01603 713839). 
  

Blofield Court House Village Screen 
Friday 8th April: SPENCER (12A) 
Christmas 1991 at Sandringham. As Charles and Diana's marriage 
crumbles, peace is ordained. There is the usual eating and drinking, shooting 
and hunting. But this year, things will be profoundly different. Not your 
standard biopic, Spencer is an imagining of what might have happened 
during this time. It stars Kristen Stewart, Timothy Spall and Sally Hawkins. 
Matinee: 2.30pm (Tea, cakes, ice creams). Evening 7.30pm (Bar, soft drinks, 
ice creams). Tickets: £5.00 from S & S Mitchell Newsagents, The Street, 
Blofield. Please note there will only be 40 tickets available for each 
performance. Enquiries to 01603 712306. 
Friday 22nd April, 7.30 for 8pm start: Blofield Court House Jazz Evening 
with the Tom Harris Trio. Join Tom (piano) along with Ivars Galenieks (bass) 
and Rob Masters (drums) for a musical journey of discovery! This will be an 
evening of jazz that makes its audience feel at home with new takes on old 
favourites, interspersed with less well-known material. 
Tickets £10 by phone reservation only - please call Ann on 01603 715349. 
 

Blofield Parish Council 
Meetings take place on a Monday at 7:30pm in Blofield Courthouse Main 
Hall unless otherwise notified. There is a monthly council meeting for all 
matters arising and a monthly planning meeting dedicated to discussing and 
commenting on planning applications. This month’s Parish Council Meeting 
and Planning Meeting is on 25th April. In addition to being published on the 
council website, the Agendas and the venue of meetings are always posted 
on the 3 village notice boards located by Blofield Village Shop, Blofield 
Library and Blofield Heath Village Shop. Website: https://www.blofieldpc.info. 
 

Village Voices 
Singing together can be beneficial and joyful and although we cannot get 
together just now, we have got to grips with Zoom and the Village Voices 
community choir carries on virtually and in spirit! Even connecting this way is 
still great fun and we've been enjoying the sessions. Many of the songs we 
are singing on Zoom are popular songs that most people know so it's still 
possible to join in if singing with others in a fashion would help boost your 
spirits. For more information, call Suzanne on 01603 716268 or check our 
website http://villagevoices1.wixsite.com/choir. 

NOTICE BOARD 

mailto:alexwmason@yahoo.co.uk
http://villagevoices1.wixsite.com/choir
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BADCOG ~ Blofield and District Conservation Group 
BADCOG holds fortnightly work parties and is an active group undertaking 
site management of local wildlife habitats. We meet on alternate Saturday 
mornings, starting at 10.30am and finishing no later than 1pm. Anyone can 
come and join in for as little or as long as they like or just to see the sites and 
what we do. The next work parties will be: 2nd April - Jary’s Meadow; 23rd 
April - Howes Meadow; 7th May - Buckenham Woods. 
Our evening meeting and presentation on Friday 8th April will be held in the 
new community hall in Mill Road, Strumpshaw, NR13 4FS. Garth Copeland 
will give a presentation about his time in Australia. Visitors are welcome. 
Any changes to plans will be on the website www.badcog.co.uk. 
 

Blofield Preschool Playgroup, Margaret Harker Hall 
A friendly, committee-run playgroup for children aged from 2½ years old. 
Free ‘Early Education’ funding for 3 and 4 year olds and full access to the 
‘Early Years Foundation Stage’. Open Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday 
during term time. Sessions available 9.10am – 12.10pm, 12.10pm – 3.10pm, 
or 9.10am – 3.10pm. Call us on 01603 712498 for more information or to 
arrange a visit. For further details follow us on Twitter: @BlofieldPreSch or 
visit our Facebook page at: 
http:www.facebook.com/BlofieldPreSchoolPlaygroup. 
If you would like your child to be added to our Waiting List, please email us 
on blofieldpreschool@outlook.com. 
 

Blofield and District Gardening Club - celebrating 50 years of gardening & 
friendship. The Club’s next meeting is on Wednesday, 13th April (7:30pm) at 
The Margaret Harker Hall in Blofield when Linda Hunt will give a talk about 
beekeeping and encouraging bees into your garden. 
If you are interested in learning more about the Gardening Club, which meets 
once a month on a Wednesday evening from March – July and then 
September – November, do please contact the Secretary: e-mail: 
blofieldgardeningclub@outlook.com or ‘phone: 01603 715804. Information 
about the club is also on our Website: www.blofieldgardeningclub.org.uk. 
 

Keep Blofield Special 
We are a small group of volunteers who like to keep our villages looking 
attractive and reasonably free of litter. We meet monthly for about an hour's 
litter-picking. April litter-picks take place on: 
Monday, 4th April, meet at Heathlands, Blofield Heath at 9.30am. 
Monday, 11th April, meet at the Old Court House, Blofield at 9.30am. 
Anyone is welcome to join us, there is never a shortage of litter, 
unfortunately! We also occasionally meet in the evening to plan forward litter 
picking dates and to discuss ideas that would help Keep Blofield Special. 
Please feel free to come along, new ideas always welcome! Our next 
evening meeting is on Monday, 11th April at Heathlands at 7pm. 
 

NOTICE BOARD 

mailto:blofieldgardeningclub@outlook.com
http://www.blofieldgardeningclub.org.uk
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Blofield Tennis Club 
Blofield Tennis Club is up and running again! We warmly welcome players of 
all standards, from beginners to team players. Now is a great time for lapsed 
players to get back into the game at a supportive, very friendly and local 
tennis club. To join, just sign up on our website: www.clubspark.lta.org.uk/
blofieldtennisclub or contact: blofieldtennisclub@btinternet.com. 
 

WEA Blofield Branch 
It has been so good to be able to meet up properly again at The Blofield 
Court House. We are intending to organise an event in the summer to 
celebrate Blofield’s 70 years in association with the WEA, and also a day-
school on Thursday, 28th July: “A Jolly Good Murder – the rise of crime as 
entertainment in the 19th century”. Details about these events and the 
courses planned for September 2022 and January 2023 will be advertised 
soon. If you would like to know more about the WEA and the Blofield branch, 
do please contact: Blofield.branch@wea.ac.uk or ‘phone 01603 537029. 
 

Brundall & Blofield Good Neighbour Scheme 
Blofield Parish Council is working in partnership with the Brundall and 
Blofield Good Neighbour Scheme to support the community through the 
current pandemic we are experiencing. If you need assistance at this current 
time with collecting shopping or medication, or would just like more 
information then call free on 0800 688 9677 and we can make sure that 
someone can help you. 
 

Brundall Local History Group 
Our meetings with talks are on Saturday afternoons. The next meeting is on 
Saturday 2nd April at 2.30pm in the Memorial Hall, Links Avenue, Brundall: 
THE MEDIEVAL MISERICORDS IN NORWICH CATHEDRAL- an illustrated 
talk by David Berwick. Membership is by annual subscription of £12 allowing 
free admission to BLHG’s annual programme of talks at Brundall Memorial 
Hall (£2.50 to visitors). The website is www.brundallvillagehistory.org.uk. 
 

Extend (Movement to Music for Older People & Disabled Adults) 
MONDAYS: registration at 13.45, so that we start at 14.00 and finish at 
15.00. Class is held weekly barring Bank Holidays. Cost: £4.00 per class. For 
more information please contact Jenny Hall on 01508 494443 or 
xxfap57@qfqfq.plus.com. (Brundall Memorial Hall, Links Avenue, Brundall). 
 

Good Companions 
We are a friendly group of people, over the age of 55, who meet on the 
second Thursday of each month in the Memorial Hall lounge, Brundall, at 
1.45pm. The meetings include talks, quizzes, entertainment, and outings. For 
information ring 01603 714690. 
 

Aid for Animals 
We have some lovely, young rescue dogs looking for good homes. If you are 
interested and can give a good, loving home then please ring Margaret at Aid 
for Animals on 01603 716883. 

NOTICE BOARD 

http://www.clubspark.lta.org.uk/blofieldtennisclub
http://www.clubspark.lta.org.uk/blofieldtennisclub
mailto:blofieldtennisclub@btinternet.com
mailto:Blofield.branch@wea.ac.uk
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Blofield Heath W.I. 
We met again on 8th March with quite a crowd – 12 visitors as well as the 
existing members. Robin Baines gave us a wonderful talk about ‘Feeding the 
Growing Population World Wide’. It was quite shocking to hear some of the 
statistics and to realize that an awful lot of food is wasted unnecessarily. 
Apart from the usual business of our meetings, we sang ‘Jerusalem’ as a 
special tribute to Phyllis Neave who had been a member of various WI 
groups for more than 60 years. This lovely lady will be greatly missed. 
At the next meeting on 12th April, Christine Webber (a former television 
presenter, author and Harley Street Specialist) will be speaking to us about 
“Positive Aging”. 
 

Hemblington Parish Council 
Parish Council meetings take place every two months normally on the last 
Monday of the month. They start at 7.30pm and held at the Heathlands 
Community Centre, Woodbastwick Road, Blofield Heath, NR13 4PH. There 
is no meeting this month. Information will be available on our noticeboards 
and our website: http://hemblingtonparish.org.uk. 
 

Hemblington Pre-School  
Hemblington Pre School operates from Heathlands. A maximum of 26 
children may attend at any one time. It is open during term times on 
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 9.30 am until 12.30 pm and on Wednesday 
from noon until 3 pm. All children share access to a secure enclosed outdoor 
play area. Ofsted Rated - Good. If you require further information (particularly 
during these uncertain times) then please call 01603 712616 (office hours) or 
contact: Fiona Trimble on 07716869506 and visit our website: 
www.hemblingtonpreschool.com. 
 

Heathlands 
The next HMC meeting is on 12th April at 7.30pm. Many forthcoming events 
are planned - see page 22. 
Membership subscriptions are now due for the coming year. Please come 
and join, all monies help towards the running of Social Club. We have 
lowered the fees - it is £10.00 a family (children under 17) and Single £5.00. 
Any queries please ring either Jill on 714164 or Alan on 07818466473. 
 

Lingwood & Burlingham Parish Council 
All meetings are held at the Lingwood Village Hall, Parish Council Meeting 
Room, Station Road, Lingwood, generally on the 1st TUESDAY of the month 
starting at 7.30pm. (Please check notice boards in case of variation). April’s 
Parish Council meeting was on the 29th March. Planning consultation 
meetings are sometimes held between meeting dates when planning 
proposals have to be considered within 23 days. 15 minutes is allocated at 
the start of all meetings for public participation. Parishioners and the press 
are welcome to attend any Council meeting. For information the Council has 
a website: https://lingwood-burlinghamparishcouncil.norfolkparishes.gov.uk. 

NOTICE BOARD 

http://www.hemblingtonpreschool.com
https://lingwood-burlinghamparishcouncil.norfolkparishes.gov.uk/
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HEATHLANDS SOCIAL CENTRE 
Heathland Management Committee Meeting is on 12th April at 7.30pm. 
 

The Management Committee are very pleased to report that, with a lot of 
help from Blofield Parish Council and a grant from NCC, we have raised 
sufficient money to replace "ALL" of the under 5's children play equipment, 
plus upgrading and adding a See-Saw to the Older Children's equipment. 
We appreciate this is well overdue, but it has taken almost 3 years to pull this 
together. Whilst the order has been placed, we will have to ask you all to be 
patient a little longer, but hopefully, work should start about July. There will 
be more news later. We give a huge thank you to Terry Norton who has 
worked tirelessly on behalf of HMC to sort this project. - Thank you. 
 

DO YOU FANCY JOINING OUR COMMITTEE? WE ARE ALWAYS LOOKING FOR 
NEW MEMBERS, ESPECIALLY SOME MEN. MEETINGS ARE ONCE A MONTH, 
AND THEN HELP ON VARIOUS FUNCTIONS. COME AND SEE US THIS MONTH, 
OR RING OUR CHAIR, CLAIRE NORTON ON 01603 713101. 
 

Our last Jumble Sale was fantastic. We raised over £600.00, so many thanks 
to all who helped and supported us on the day, and also taking items to other 
outlets and raising money. 
 

FORTHCOMING ATTRACTIONS: 
 

TEA AND CHAT - The next two dates are 19th April and 24th May. Come 
and join us for a cuppa, piece of cake and a good chat. We are there from 
2.00pm - 4.00pm. 
BINGO DATES - 1st and 15th April - Eyes down at 7.30pm. There are 
money prizes and a Great Raffle. 
SOCIAL CLUB 
Don't forget we have Sky in the Club, and show nearly all the football games, 
Darts & Golf very popular. We are open Tuesday - Thursday from 7.30pm, & 
early doors on Friday and Saturday: 5.30pm. Sunday we are also open, 
usually 2.00pm (sometimes earlier depending on sport). 
 

For more information come and see us, or ring Jill on 714164. We also have 
a FB Heathlands page which updates each week about activities during the 
week - worth a look. Memberships are due for the Social Club: £5.00 a 
single; £10.00 Family (children under 17). 

Monday Munch at St. Lawrence's, South Walsham 
 

On the first Monday of each month (apart from January and May), the 
churches of Fishley, South Walsham & Upton organize a get-together in St. 
Lawrence's Church between 12.30 and 4.00pm. We provide light lunches, 
tea, coffee and cakes, and lots of chat! There is no charge, but donations are 
always welcome. From time to time, as funds allow, we donate to various 
charities and often have raffles in aid of specific causes, for example, 
Macmillan, Breast Cancer and Great Yarmouth foodbank.  

A warm welcome is extended to people in our new Benefice, we would love 
to see you. Just come along any month. 



 

Blofield News April 2022  Page 23

‘BLOFIELD NEWS’ ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Paper copies of the Blofield News are now printed regularly, and hand-
delivered to subscribers for £3 per annum, If you would like to receive an 
emailed copy, and wish to become an online subscriber which is now at 
£2.40 per annum, please send your request to Gill O’Brien at 
blofieldnews@blofieldchurch.org.uk. 
 

Those who have paid £3.00 for this year’s online subscription can request 
a refund of the excess 60p from Martin Tyrer, Treasurer, at 
martin.tyrer26@gmail.com or phone 01603 715991. 
 

The annual subscriptions can be paid using the details for the online 
banking on page 5. Please make this online payment separate from other 
donations, and put 'BN' in the reference field if this option is available. If 
you prefer to pay by cash, please deliver to The Rectory,10 Oak Wood, 
Blofield, NR13 4JQ, or to Jim Morley, Curbar, Doctors Road, Blofield, 
NR13 4LF, in an envelope clearly marked "for Blofield News subscription" 

 
 
 
 
 

Ecumenical Service 
All will be welcome on 

Sunday 10th April 2022 

Norwich Salvation Army Citadel 

36 St Giles Street 

Norwich NR2 1LL 

at 6.15pm 

The preacher will be the 

Revd Beth Powney 

Regional Minister of 

Eastern Baptist Association 

& NWCT Church Leader 

Please join us 
www.nwct.org.uk 

mailto:martin.tyrer26@gmail.com
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Services include: 
Cracked heels 

Thickening nail reduction 
Toenail trimming & filing 
Removal of corns & callus 

Treatment of verruca,  
ingrown nails & fungal nails 

 

Step into spring with a 
treat for your feet 

 

Tracey Dennis 
Foot Health Professional 

DipFH MCFHP MAFHP 
Home visits in your area 

Call for more details  
07834 526403 

 

 
Blofield Library 
Opening times: 

 

• Monday: 1-7pm 
• Tuesday: Closed 
• Wednesday: 10.30am-7pm 
• Thursday: Closed 
• Friday: 4-7pm 
• Saturday: 12 noon-4pm 
• Sunday: Closed 
 

‘Just a Cuppa’ 
4th, 11th, 18th, 25th April at 4pm 

 
Lego Club 

6th, 13th, 20th, 27th April at 3.30pm 
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SUDOKU FOR THIS MONTH 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOLUTION TO 
MARCH SUDOKU 
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Art Studio Open in North Burlingham 

To arrange a visit email su.tay@me.com 

Original artwork – commissions, cards,  

mugs, cushions, etc for sale. 

Please enjoy a visit,  

you will be very welcome. 

Susan Lynda Taylor 

 

mailto:su.tay@me.com
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Editor: Gill O’Brien, Email: blofieldnews@blofieldchurch.org.uk; Tel: 01603 713720 

Disclaimer: The publisher takes no responsibility for the accuracy of statements 
made by contributors or advertisers and does not endorse any goods or services 
offered in advertisements. 

01 Friday Bingo Heathlands 

02 Saturday BADCOG Jary’s Meadow 

02 Saturday Brundall Local History Group 
Memorial Hall, 

Brundall 

04 Monday Keep Blofield Special Heathlands 

07 Thursday Open Doors Blofield Church 

08 Friday Village Screen Blofield Court House 

08 Friday BADCOG Evening Presentation 
Strumpshaw  

Community Hall 

10 Sunday Prayer Vigil for Ukraine Blofield Church 

10 Sunday Ecumenical Service 
Norwich Salvation 

Army Citadel 

11 Monday Easter Fun Day Blofield Church 

11 Monday Keep Blofield Special Blofield Court House 

11 Monday Keep Blofield Special Evening Meeting Heathlands 

12 Tuesday Blofield Heath WI Heathlands 

12 Tuesday HMC Meeting Heathlands 

13 Wednesday Blofield Gardening Club Margaret Harker Hall 

15 Monday Bingo Heathlands 

18 Monday Open Doors Blofield Church 

19 Tuesday Tea & Chat Heathlands 

22 Friday Jazz Evening Blofield Court House 

23 Saturday BADCOG Howes Meadow 

25 Monday Blofield PC & Planning Meetings Blofield Court House 

26 Tuesday Make & Mardle Hemblington Church 


