Blofield Church

A Service
for
Passion Sunday

1

The Preparation

All

Grace, mercy and peace
from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ
be with you
and also with you.
Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies,
it remains just a single grain;
but if it dies, it bears much fruit
John 12.24

The First hymn
1

Praise to the Holiest in the height,
and in the depth be praise:
in all his words most wonderful,
most sure in all his ways.

2

O loving wisdom of our God!
when all was sin and shame,
a second Adam to the fight
and to the rescue came.

3

O wisest love! that flesh and blood,
which did in Adam fail,
should strive afresh against the foe,
should strive and should prevail;

4

And that a higher gift than grace
should flesh and blood refine,
God's presence and his very self,
and essence all-divine.

2

5

O generous love! that he, who smote
in Man for man the foe,
the double agony in Man
for man should undergo;

6

And in the garden secretly,
and on the Cross on high,
should teach his brethren, and inspire
to suffer and to die.

7

Praise to the Holiest in the height,
and in the depth be praise:
in all his words most wonderful,
most sure in all his ways.

John Henry Newman (1801-1890)
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Prayers of Penitence
All

Let us admit to God the sin which always confronts us.
Lord God,
we have sinned against you;
we have done evil in your sight.
We are sorry and repent.
Have mercy on us according to your love.
Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us
from our sin
Renew a right spirit within us
and restore us to the joy of your salvation,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
cf Psalm 51

3

May the Father of all mercies
cleanse you from your sins,
and restore you in his image
to the praise and glory of his name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All

Amen.
The Collect

Gracious Father,
you gave up your Son
out of love for the world:
lead us to ponder the mysteries of his passion,
that we may know eternal peace
through the shedding of our Saviour’s blood,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
All

Amen.
The Psalm 19.9-16
The joy of God’s path
How can a young person stay on the path of purity?
By living according to your word.
10
I seek you with all my heart;
do not let me stray from your commands.
11
I have hidden your word in my heart
that I might not sin against you.
12
Praise be to you, Lord;
teach me your decrees.
13
With my lips I recount
all the laws that come from your mouth.
14
I rejoice in following your statutes
as one rejoices in great riches.
15
I meditate on your precepts
4

and consider your ways.
16
I delight in your decrees;
I will not neglect your word.
Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now:
and shall be for ever. Amen.
A hymn
1

All ye who seek for sure relief
In trouble and distress,
Whatever sorrow vex the mind,
Or guilt the soul oppress.

2

Jesus, who gave Himself for you
Upon the cross to die,
Opens to you His sacred heart;
O to that heart draw nigh.

3

Ye hear how kindly He invites;
Ye hear His words so blest;
'All ye that labour come to Me,
And I will give you rest.'

4

O Jesus, joy of saints on high,
Thou hope of sinners here,
Attracted by those loving words
To Thee we lift our prayer.

5

Wash Thou our wounds in that dear blood
Which from Thy heart doth flow;
A new and contrite heart on all
Who cry to Thee bestow.
5

Quicumque certum quaeritis, formerly attributed to
Aurelius Clemens Prudentius (348-c.410).
Anonymous Latin, translated by Edward Caswall
(1814-1878)
Used By Permission. CCL Licence No. C201849
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The Reading
Jesus speaks of his coming death
20

Now there were some Greeks among those who went
up to worship at the festival. 21 They came to Philip, who
was from Bethsaida in Galilee, with a request. “Sir,” they
said, “we would like to see Jesus.” 22 Philip went to tell
Andrew; Andrew and Philip in turn told Jesus.
23

Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to
be glorified. 24 Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat
falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed.
But if it dies, it produces many seeds. 25 Anyone who loves
their life will lose it, while anyone who hates their life in this
world will keep it for eternal life. 26 Whoever serves me
must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will
be. My Father will honor the one who serves me.
27

“Now my soul is troubled, and what shall I say?
‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it was for this very
reason I came to this hour. 28 Father, glorify your name!”
Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and will
glorify it again.” 29 The crowd that was there and heard it
said it had thundered; others said an angel had spoken to
him.
30

Jesus said, “This voice was for your benefit, not
mine. 31 Now is the time for judgment on this world; now
the prince of this world will be driven out. 32 And I, when I
am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to
myself.” 33 He said this to show the kind of death he was
going to die.
34

The crowd spoke up, “We have heard from the Law that
the Messiah will remain forever, so how can you say, ‘The
Son of Man must be lifted up’? Who is this ‘Son of Man’?”
6

All

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The Sermon
The Affirmation of faith
Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God.

All

Though he was divine,
he did not cling to equality with God,
but made himself nothing.
Taking the form of a slave,
he was born in human likeness.
He humbled himself
and was obedient to death,
even the death of the cross.
Therefore God has raised him on high,
and given him the name above every name:
that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bow,
and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
Amen.
cf Philippians 2.6-11
The Prayers of Intercession
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
7

And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.
The Final Hymn
1

Hail, thou once despisèd Jesus,
hail, thou Galilean King!
thou didst suffer to release us,
thou didst free salvation bring.
Hail, thou patient Friend and Saviour,
bearer of our sin and shame;
by thy merits we find favour;
life is given through thy name.

2

Paschal Lamb, by God appointed,
all our sins were on thee laid;
by almighty love anointed,
thou hast full atonement made:
all thy people are forgiven
through the virtue of thy blood:
opened is the gate of heaven;
man is reconciled to God.

3

Jesus, hail! enthroned in glory,
there for ever to abide;
all the heavenly hosts adore thee,
seated at thy Father's side.
There for sinners thou art pleading;
there thou dost our place prepare,
ever for us interceding,
till in glory we appear.
8

4

Worship, honour, power, and blessing,
thou art worthy to receive;
loudest praises without ceasing
it is right for us to give.
Help, ye bright angelic spirits,
bring your sweetest, noblest lays;
help to sing our Saviour's merits,
help to chant Immanuel's praise.

John Bakewell (1721-1819), Martin Madan (1726-1790)
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The Blessing

All

Christ crucified draw you to himself,
to find in him a sure ground for faith,
a firm support for hope,
and the assurance of sins forgiven;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.

All

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

Copyright acknowledgement (where not already indicated above):
Confession (Lent, Penitence, Lament) © Stuart Thomas
Collect (1st of Lent, Additional) © The Archbishops' Council 2004

9

