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WELCOME 
Blofield News is the monthly parish magazine for St. Andrew & St. Peter Blofield, All 
Saints Hemblington and St. Andrew, North Burlingham. It is sold in these churches and 
in local shops. If you live in one of our parishes and purchase a yearôs subscription we 
can probably deliver it to your home free of charge. If you live outside the parishes you 
can have copies sent to your home either by post or by email. A large print version is 
available to anyone who is having difficulty reading our standard publication. 
For more information please contact the editor, Rosalyn, her contact details are on the 
back page. Last date for submissions  is the 15th of the previous month. 

PARISH  INFORMATION 
 
Rector: Revd. Kevin Billson Tel: 01603 712299 
Retired Priest: Revd. Canon Paul Oliver Tel: 01603 712124 
Retired Priest: Revd. Canon Judith Wilson Tel: 01603 211509 
Reader:  Sue Shillam  01603 211629 
 
St. Andrew & St. Peter, Blofield 
Churchwardens: Mrs. Y. Mack Tel: 715213 & Mr. S. Wales Tel: 01603 211931 
Website: www.blofieldchurch.org.uk  
Access: Blofield Church is open every day 
 
All Saints, Hemblington 
Churchwardens: Mr. S. Mutten Tel: 715701 & Mrs. C. Howe  
Tel: 270360 
Website: www.hemblingtonchurch.org.uk 
Access: Hemblington Church is open every day until dusk 
 
St. Andrew & St. Peter, North Burlingham 
Churchwarden: Pat Ramsdale Tel: 712724 
Website: www.northburlinghamchurch.org.uk  
Access: North Burlingham Church is open every day from 9am to 5pm 

FROM THE REGISTERS 
 
Weddings 
  
24th August William Jones to Kerry Marsden at Hemblington 
Church 
  
Funerals 
  
26th September Keith Rhind aged 73 years at Hemblington Church 
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LETTER FROM OUR RECTOR 
 
In a previous edition of Blofield news I have referred to our 
trip to Europe this summer. On the homeward journey, one of 
the places we visited was Bastogne, a town in the Ardennes 
region of Belgium.  This town is of great historical relevance 
to the history of World War II for it was caught up in the last 
major counter-offensive of the conflict. German forces caught 
American troops completely off guard and severely dented 
the western front before a rush to reinforce and resupply 
allowed the situation to be reversed by January 1945.   
Over 19,000 American lives were lost defending and retaking the lost ground.   
There is a fitting memorial to these lives in the town of Bastogne which we 
visited. 
One of the things we learnt as we read about this action was that lessons had not 
been learnt from a few years earlier at the beginning of the war. The troops of 
the Third Reich on that occasion had also surprised the allies by skirting the 
fortifications on Franceôs western front and attacking through the Ardennes, an 
area of mainly dense woodland which was thought to be impenetrable to an 
army of any size.  The same mistake was made in 1944- no one believed a 
counter offensive by war weary German troops was possible through the 
Ardennes, so it was poorly defended by equally weary American troops. 
This month we commemorate the losses of British and Commonwealth troops in 
many conflicts on remembrance Sunday.  Perhaps I should therefore also say we 
visited the town of Arnhem in Holland, at the centre of the ómarket gardenô 
operation in which where nearly 18,000 largely British lives (as well as Dutch 
civilians) were lost.  
However, I have referred to the óBattle of the Bulgeô because I believe it 
illustrates one of the clearest lessons to come out of any armed conflict.  We are 
slow to learn the lessons of history.  ï óIt canôt happen like this againô, we say. 
And yet in one form or another warfare and the loss of untold human lives 
continues in our world to this day.  However, by remembering and 
commemorating the human sacrifice and suffering, combatant and civilian, we  
are reminded of the terrible cost of war 
the world over.  Hopefully this will also 
help us all to think very deeply and 
carefully before engaging in or 
supporting any armed conflict.  May our 
commemoration spur us on to support 
the work of peace makers and 
peacekeepers the world over.  And to 
recall the words of Jesus, óBlessed are 
the peacemakers, for they shall be called 
sons of God.ô 
                                                                 The American memorial in Bastognes  
Revd. Kevin Billson                             
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 NOVEMBER SERVICES FOR THE BENEFICE 2019 
  
       
Sunday 3rd November 
8.00 am Holy Communion (CW)        Blofield 
9.30 am Holy Communion & Childrenôs Corner     North Burlingham 
9.30 am Morning Worship & Childrenôs Corner     Hemblington 
11.00 am Holy Communion & Childrenôs Corner     Blofield 
4.00 pm Benefice Commemoration Service      Blofield 
  A time to remember a loved one who has died   
          
Wednesday 6th November 
9.30am Benefice Holy Communion        Blofield 
 
Sunday 10th November 
8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP)         Blofield 
9.30 am Remembrance Service         Hemblington 
10.55 am Remembrance Service with uniformed groups   Blofield 
 
Wednesday 13thNovember 
9.30am Benefice Holy Communion       Blofield 
 
Sunday 17th November 
8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP)        Blofield 
9.30 am Holy Communion & Childrenôs Corner     Hemblington 
11.00 am Holy Communion & Childrenôs Corner     Blofield 
 
Wednesday 20th November 
9.30am Benefice Holy Communion       Blofield 
 
Sunday 24th November 
8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP)        Blofield 
9.30 am Holy Communion & Childrenôs Corner     Hemblington 
11.00 am Holy Communion & Childrenôs Corner     Blofield 
 
Wednesday 27th November 
9.30am Benefice Holy Communion       Blofield 
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 THE BENEFICE CHURCHES OF BLOFIELD, HEMBLINGTON 

AND NORTH BURLINGHAM 

ADDITIONAL SERVICES AND PRAYER TIMES  

FOR NOVEMBER 2019 

Everyone is welcome at all Prayer Services 

 

Tuesdays 8.30 am Morning Prayer      Blofield Church 

Thursdays 9.00 am Morning Prayer             Hemblington Church 

Thursdays 4.15 pm Come to the Stillness    Blofield Church 

   

BENEFICE PRAYER BREAKFAST 
 

Saturday 2nd November  

9.00 am                      Prayer Breakfast     Blofield Rectory   

   

RESIDENTIAL AND CARE HOME SERVICES 

 

Wednesday 6th November 

11.00am   Holy Communion    Brewster Court 

2.00 pm   Holy Communion    West View 

 

Wednesday 20th November 

11.00 am    Holy Communion    Manor Lodge/House  

 

 

Thursday 21st November 

2.00 pm   Holy Communion    Burlingham House 

 

The Bible Study group will meet each Tuesday in November 

2.00 pm at 3 Church Alley, Blofield 

 

New members always welcome 
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BLOFIELD CHURCH 
 
óPLAY CHURCHô BABY AND TODDLER GROUP IS HELD EVERY 
WEDNESDAY DURING TERM TIME IN BLOFIELD CHURCH ï ITôS 
FUN, FRIENDLY AND FREE! 1 -3 PM 
Parents, grandparents and carers all welcome to come and join this successful, 
happy and friendly toddler group where babies and children learn and play in a 
welcoming, safe and well-resourced setting run by experienced, early years vol-
unteers. Healthy snacks and refreshments are provided for adults and children. 
There is no fee for the session but a donation bowl is available if you wish to 
contribute. Please contact Yvonne on 715213 or Barbara on 714519 for further 
information or you can go to the Blofield Church website at 
www.blofieldchurch.org.uk Play Church Leaflets are available from Blofield 
Church.  
Term dates: Wednesday October 30th ï Wednesday December 11th 
We will be back after Christmas on Wednesday 8th January 2020 
  
 
BLOFIELD CHURCH FOODBANK 
There is a basket for non perishable food items and toiletries at the back of 
church for the Norwich Foodbank. These are collected by Joyce and Phillip each 
week and taken to Norwich for distribution.  
 
Come to the stillnessô ï Prayer for all, 45 minutes in Godôs presence every 
Thursday 4.15 pm at Blofield Church.  
 
 

The Childrenôs Society 
 

Itôs that time of year again! 
If you have one of my home collection boxes for the  

Childrenôs Society this is the time of year when I open the 
boxes. The contents are sent off to help the work of the  

society with so many children  
who have problems and needs.  

Please bring me your box when it is convenient. 
If other people would like to have a box at home to collect 

loose change please speak to me. 
Many thanks, Barbara Pilch 
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HEMBLINGTON CHURCH    
 
The November make & mardle has a new location this month - it will be held at 
1 High House Lane Blofield Heath on Tuesday 19th November from 10am to 
12noon.  Usual format: Coffee, cake chat & optional craft.  All will be most 
welcome.  Please call 01603 716970 for more information 
2020 dates are Tuesday 21st January & Tuesday 25th February back at Gables 
Farmhouse.  
 
THE FRIENDS OF ALL SAINTS CHURCH, HEMBLINGTON 
 
SATURDAY, 30TH NOVEMBER (7.15 PM) ï GRAND MUSIC QUIZ AT 
HEATHLANDS. 
ñTwist and Shoutò  or the theme from Dixon of Dock Green??  Various 
rounds to test your memory and get you groovinô!  Make up a team of 
six or we will fit you into a team ï Ã10 person which includes 
supper.  All profits for church repairs.  Please contact Linda - 715933 
or see Jill at Heathlands. 
 
STUCK FOR A CHRISTMAS GIFT FOR THE PERSON WHO HAS  
EVERYTHING? 
Annual membership of The Friends is just Ã10 lasting until end March 2021 or 
life membership Ã100.  If we want to keep the church in good nick for 
the future we need to ensure it is watertight  -  joining the Friends 
will help.  Please contact Sue ï Hemblington@gmail.com / 715804.  

Be A Chorister Day 
Saturday 2 November 2019  
11.30am - 4.30pm  

Venue: Norwich Cathedral, The Close, Norwich NR1 4DD 
An opportunity for boys and girls of primary school age to enjoy a fun afternoon of 

singing in the Cathedral. No previous singing experience is necessary! 
 
Do you know of children who enjoy singing? This is the perfect day for them! 
Open to boys and girls aged 6-11, the day will consist of singing, musical games, 
lunch, with all the children joining together in the afternoon to sing a short service in 
the Cathedral, to which parents and families are warmly invited. Parents are  
encouraged to come along to hear a presentation about what life as a Cathedral  

chorister is all about, to enjoy free tours of the Cathedral  
and to have the opportunity to look around Norwich School. 

No previous singing experience is necessary ï this is simply an opportunity for  
children to come along and enjoy the thrill of singing  
in the magnificent surroundings of the Cathedral. 
Free of Charge. Please book in advance 

Tracy Bigwood, music@cathedral.org.uk, 01603 218306  
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Sunday November 17th at 3 pm 
A concert by 'Hexachordia' 

'Puddings and Pies'  
A rich menu of music & song washed down  

with poetry and verse.  
Some 16th and 17th century music; Hexachordia -  
Three musicians with 12 early instruments.  

 You will hear bagpipes, crumhorn, flute, gittern, guitar, lute, 
organ, rauschpfife, recorder, shawm, viols, virginals & voice. 

Tickets Ã10 at the door  
Include wine and delicious refreshments. 

Sadly the concert by Taverham Brass Band had to be  
postponed because of the floods on October 6th. 

 Please watch this space for a future date with this band. 

A Date for your Diary: 
 
Mundesley Community Choir 
presents a Christmas Concert 
with Vivaldi's Gloria 
& a Christmas repertoire 

Sunday 8th December at 3 pm 
Tickets: Ã8 at the door 
include afternoon tea. 

A Quiz for Winter Evenings 
 

A light hearted quiz for you, your family  
& friends to enjoy 

Why not enclose one with a Christmas card? 
Quiz Ã1 ~ prize Ã15. Proceeds to Blofield Church 
Available from at Blofield Church and from the side 
porch at The White House, The Street, Blofield 
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Christmas Fair in Blofield Church 
 

Train rides for children 
Learn to make a Christmas wreath* 

Many varied Crafts stalls, Home Baking, Tea, Coffee         
and Lunches. 

Many ideas for Christmas gifts 
Saturday November 23rd 10.30 -14.00 

 
*please bring suitable foliage and decorations, 

oasis rings and tuition available 

A Weekend of Music in Blofield Church 
 

Blofield Church, Saturday November 16th at 3 pm. 
A workshop opportunity to see and hear 

early instruments up close 
The Hexachordia trio of musicians presents  

"Is that a Crumhorn?" 
 An absorbing presentation about musical instruments of the 
Medieval and Renaissance eras, featuring live music richly 

illustrated with paintings and other images 
of the time. 

If you have ever wanted to know the  
difference between a lute and a guitar,  
a recorder and flute, or even a shawm  
and a crumhorn, this event is for you! 

 
After the presentation, during  refreshments, 
there will be a question and answer session, 
as well as an opportunity to see and hear the 

instruments up close and personal  
Suitable for adults and teenagers 

Entry Ã2 at the door 
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COMPUTER CAF£  
IN THE WEST END 

 
As warm welcome awaits you in our 
monthly Computer Caf® at Blofield 
church. Free wi-fi available, alongside 
delicious coffee, tea and homemade cake 
(on a donations basis). So, if youôve got 
some research or writing to do come and 
work in the company of others. For those 
who are unsure about using their computer 
help will be on hand to give some pointers 
and encouragement. It is hoped that we 
will have access to family history research 
for which there will be a minimum  
donation of Ã1 to cover costs. 

Computer Caf® will run on the last 
Wednesday of each month 10.30 am until 
12.30 pm  We look forward to welcoming 
you at the West End Caf® in Blofield 
church. For more details contact Sarah on 

211606.  

CAN YOU HELP? 
 

If anyone has a glut of fruit or vegetables from either their garden or  
allotment, would they please consider donating it to either the lunch club 

at Heathlands or to Jackie for making preserves  
in aid of Macmillan Cancer Support.  
 It would be very much appreciated.  
Please contact either Jackie on 717382,  

or Barbara on 712372 
Thank you 

Blofield Surgery - Flu Clinics  
  

We are running flu clinics on various dates throughout  
September, October and November  

If you are eligible for a flu jab please book an appointment  
  

For more information on eligibility 
 Please speak to our reception team   

Advance Notice 
 

Date for your Diary 
 

 Burns Night 
 at Heathlands 

 Community Centre  
On Saturday  
January 25th   
2020 

 
Tickets available from  
December 1st 
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BLOFIELD LIBRARY 
*FREE TO JOIN * FREE TO BORROW 
 * FREE TO REGISTER TO OPEN  

 
Free access to a huge reading, learning & information 

 resource, available to all  
 

Accessible 7 days a week for library members who register 
to our Open system.   

Please ask staff for details.  
Staffed Open Times:  
Mondays 1-7pm  

Wednesdays 10.30am-7pm  
Fridays 4-7pm Saturdays 12-4pm  

Access available to Open Library Members 8am-7pm  
Mon-Fri 8am-4pm  

Saturday Sunday 10am-4pm 
 

Free Rhyme Time Mini Movers Wednesdays term time 
9.15am-10am Songs, Rhymes, Stories & more  
Lego Club Mondays term time 4pm most suitable 

 4-11 years but all welcome  
 

Volunteers needed to help assist with running  
of the following events: 
IT & Internet help  
Arts & Crafts sessions  

Reading Book Chat Groups  
Helping our Library Friends Group with one off events  
Assisting with childrenôs school holiday events  

 
Please contact tess.brady@norfolk.gov.uk  

for further details  
or to express interest.  
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