A Service for the
Easter Season
With a Celebration of Holy Communion

Preparation
This is the day that the Lord has made.
All Let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Opening prayer
Blessed are you, Lord God,
By whose power our Lord Jesus Christ is raised from
the dead.
In your presence is life and life eternal.
In your power death is conquered
And the gate to eternal life is opened.
In your presence is the fulness of joy.
All

Amen
God of mercy,
we acknowledge that we are all sinners.
We turn from the wrong that we have thought
and said and done,
and are mindful of all that we have failed to do.
For the sake of Jesus, who died for us,
forgive us for all that is past,
and help us to live each day
in the light of Christ our Risen Lord.
Amen
May God our Father forgive us our sins,
and bring us to fullness of life in his kingdom
where all that is evil will be banished forever

All

Amen.

Collects
Risen Christ,
you filled your disciples with boldness and fresh hope:
strengthen us to proclaim your risen life
and fill us with your peace,
to the glory of God the Father.
Amen

We hear the Gospel Reading
John.14.1-14
“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in
me. 2 In my Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so,
would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And
if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take
you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 4 And you know
the way to where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we
do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?”
6
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No
one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you had known
me, you would have known my Father also. From now on you do
know him and have seen him.”
8

Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough
for us.” 9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and
you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen
the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not
believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The
words that I say to you I do not speak on my own authority, but
the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe me that I

am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on
account of the works themselves.
12

“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do
the works that I do; and greater works than these will he do,
because I am going to the Father. 13 Whatever you ask in my
name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.
14
If you ask me for anything in my name, I will do it.
The Sermon
Let us declare our faith
in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.
All

Christ died for our sins
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he was buried;
he was raised to life on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures;
afterwards he appeared to his followers,
and to all the apostles:
this we have received,
and this we believe.
Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray:

All Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.
The Peace
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples
and said, ‘Peace be with you.’
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia.
cf John 20.19

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
The Communion
The Eucharistic Prayer

All

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

All

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
Almighty God, good Father to us all,
your face is turned towards your world.
In love you gave us Jesus your Son
to rescue us from sin and death.
Your Word goes out to call us home
to the city where angels sing your praise.
We join with them in heaven’s song:

All

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Father of all, we give you thanks
for every gift that comes from heaven.
To the darkness Jesus came as your light.
With signs of faith and words of hope
he touched untouchables with love and washed the guilty clean.
This is his story.

All

This is our song:
Hosanna in the highest.
The crowds came out to see your Son,
yet at the end they turned on him.
On the night he was betrayed
he came to table with his friends
to celebrate the freedom of your people.
This is his story.

All

This is our song:
Hosanna in the highest.
Jesus blessed you, Father, for the food;
he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and said:
This is my body, given for you all.
Jesus then gave thanks for the wine;
he took the cup, gave it and said:
This is my blood, shed for you all
for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this in remembrance of me.
This is our story.

All

This is our song:
Hosanna in the highest.
Therefore, Father, with this bread and this cup

we celebrate the cross
on which he died to set us free.
Defying death he rose again
and is alive with you to plead for us and all the world.
This is our story.
All

This is our song:
Hosanna in the highest.
Send your Spirit on us now
that by these gifts we may feed on Christ
with opened eyes and hearts on fire.
May we and all who share this food
offer ourselves to live for you
and be welcomed at your feast in heaven
where all creation worships you,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit:

All

Blessing and honour and glory and power
be yours for ever and ever.
Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
The president breaks the consecrated bread.
We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.
All

Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
Giving of Communion

Prayer after Communion
Eternal God,
whose Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life:
grant us to walk in his way,
to rejoice in his truth,
and to share his risen life;
who is alive and reigns, now and for ever.
Amen
Almighty God,
we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out
in the power of your Spirit
to live and work
to your praise and glory.
Amen.
Blessing
God the Father,
by whose glory Christ was raised from the dead,
strengthen you to walk with him in his risen life;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
All

Amen.

All

Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.

