A Service for the
Easter Season
With a Celebration of Holy Communion

Preparation
This is the day that the Lord has made.
All Let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Opening prayer
Blessed are you, Lord God,
By whose power our Lord Jesus Christ is raised from
the dead.
In your presence is life and life eternal.
In your power death is conquered
And the gate to eternal life is opened.
In your presence is the fulness of joy.
All

Amen
God of mercy,
we acknowledge that we are all sinners.
We turn from the wrong that we have thought
and said and done,
and are mindful of all that we have failed to do.
For the sake of Jesus, who died for us,
forgive us for all that is past,
and help us to live each day
in the light of Christ our Risen Lord.
Amen
May God our Father forgive us our sins,
and bring us to fullness of life in his kingdom
where all that is evil will be banished forever

All

Amen.

Collects
Risen Christ,
you filled your disciples with boldness and fresh hope:
strengthen us to proclaim your risen life
and fill us with your peace,
to the glory of God the Father.
Amen

All

Almighty God, from whom all thoughts of truth and peace
proceed:
kindle in the hearts of all people the true love of peace;
and guide with your pure and peaceable wisdom those who take
counsel for the nations of the earth;
that in tranquillity your kingdom may go forward,
till the earth is filled with the knowledge of thy love; through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
Translation of the first song (sung in Spanish)
If I can do something Lord
Although I am small
Don't look at me.
Oh God look at my heart
Since I was a child I wanted to be
an instrument of your love
Take my song, take my voice
They are for you Lord
Let my song be a river of hope
May hearts turn to you with my voice
Use this clay pot and put your anointing on it
I want to be useful my Lord

Like a river of your love
A channel of blessing
Bread for the hungry
I want this to be my song.

We hear the Gospel Reading
John.14.1-14
“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in
me. 2 In my Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so,
would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And
if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take
you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 4 And you know
the way to where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we
do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?”
6
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No
one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you had known
me, you would have known my Father also. From now on you do
know him and have seen him.”
8

Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough
for us.” 9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and
you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen
the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not
believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The
words that I say to you I do not speak on my own authority, but
the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe me that I
am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on
account of the works themselves.
12

“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do
the works that I do; and greater works than these will he do,
because I am going to the Father. 13 Whatever you ask in my
name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.
14
If you ask me for anything in my name, I will do it.

The Sermon
Let us declare our faith
in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.
All

Christ died for our sins
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he was buried;
he was raised to life on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures;
afterwards he appeared to his followers,
and to all the apostles:
this we have received,
and this we believe.
Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray:

All Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

(The Hymn ‘What a friend we have in Jesus)
The Peace
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples
and said, ‘Peace be with you.’
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia.
cf John 20.19

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
The Communion
The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord be with you
All

and also with you.
Lift up your hearts.

All

We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

All

It is right to give thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
almighty and eternal Father,
and in these days of Easter
to celebrate with joyful hearts
the memory of your wonderful works.
For by the mystery of his passion
Jesus Christ, your risen Son,
has conquered the powers of death and hell
and restored in men and women the image of your glory.
He has placed them once more in paradise
and opened to them the gate of life eternal.
And so, in the joy of this Passover,

earth and heaven resound with gladness,
while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation
sing for ever the hymn of your glory:
All Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
We praise and bless you, loving Father,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord;
and as we obey his command,
send your Holy Spirit,
that broken bread and wine outpoured
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends
and, taking bread, he praised you.
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice
made once for all upon the cross.

Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,
we proclaim his death and resurrection
until he comes in glory.
All Christ has died:
Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.
Lord of all life,
help us to work together for that day
when your kingdom comes
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.
Look with favour on your people,
gather us in your loving arms
and bring us with all the saints
to feast at your table in heaven.
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,
for ever and ever.
Breaking of the Bread
The president breaks the consecrated bread.
We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.
All

Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
Giving of Communion

Prayer after Communion
Eternal God,
whose Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life:
grant us to walk in his way,
to rejoice in his truth,
and to share his risen life;
who is alive and reigns, now and for ever.
Amen
Almighty God,
we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out
in the power of your Spirit
to live and work
to your praise and glory.
Amen.
The Hymn ‘Be thou my vision’
Blessing
God the Father,
by whose glory Christ was raised from the dead,
strengthen you to walk with him in his risen life;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
All

Amen.

All

Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.

1

What a friend we have in Jesus,
all our sins and griefs to bear!
what a privilege to carry
everything to God in prayer!
O what peace we often forfeit,
O what needless pain we bear,
all because we do not carry
everything to God in prayer!

2

Have we trials and temptations,
is there trouble anywhere?
We should never be discouraged:
take it to the Lord in prayer.
Can we find a friend so faithful
who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our every weakness:
take it to the Lord in prayer.

3

Are we weak and heavy-laden,
cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Saviour, still our refugetake it to the Lord in prayer!
Do thy friends despise, forsake thee?
Take it to the Lord in prayer;
in his arms he'll take and shield thee,
thou wilt find a solace there.
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1

Be thou my vision, O god of my heart;
Naught be all else to me, save that thou art;
Thou my best thought, by day or by night,
Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.

2

Be thou my wisdom and thou my true word,
I ever with thee and thou with me, God;
Thou my soul's shelter, thou my high tower,
Raise thou me heavenward, O Power of my power.

3

Riches I heed not, nor world's empty praise,
Thou my inheritance, now and always;
Thou and thou only, first in my heart,
Sovereign of heaven, my treasure thou art.

4

Sovereign of heaven, my victory won,
May I reach heaven's joys, O bright heaven's Sun.
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
Still be my vision, O Ruler of all.
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