The Blofield benefice

A Service for the
Week following Pentecost
With a Celebration of Holy Communion

Preparation
Come, Holy Spirit; fill us with your presence
Come, Holy Spirit; inspire our worship.
Come, Holy Spirit; raise us up by your power.
Come, Holy Spirit, come amongst us now.

All

Amen
Living God
As we wait upon you now,
As we listen to your word,
As we worship you in majesty,
Fill us with your Spirit.
As we long for your refreshing,
As we long for your renewing,
As we long for your equipping,
As we long for your empowering,
Fill us with your Spirit.

All

Amen.

The Confession
The Spirit of the Lord fills the world
and knows our every word and deed.
Let us then open ourselves to the Lord
and confess our sins in repentance and faith.
We confess to you our selfishness and lack of love:
fill us with your Spirit.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
We confess to you our fear and failure in sharing our faith:
fill us with your Spirit.
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
We confess to you our stubbornness and lack of trust:
fill us with your Spirit.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
As you fill us with your Spirit may our love for you, Lord Jesus,
be renewed and deepend.
Amen.
The Collect
Holy Spirit, sent by the Father,
ignite in us your holy fire;
strengthen your children with the gift of faith,
revive your Church with the breath of love,
and renew the face of the earth,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

We hear the first Reading
Acts 5.12-16
The apostles performed many miraculous signs and wonders
among the people. And all the believers used to meet together in
Solomon’s Colonnade. No-one else dared join them, even
though they were highly regarded by the people. Nevertheless,
more and more men and women believed in the Lord and were
added to their number. As a result, people brought the sick into
the streets and laid them on beds and mats so that at least
Peter’s shadow might fall on some of them as he passed by.
Crowds gathered also from the towns around Jerusalem,
bringing their sick and those tormented by evil spirits, and all of
them were healed.
We listen to the Song ‘We ask, you, O Lord’ (Latter Rain)
The Gospel Reading
19

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples
were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish
leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be
with you!’ 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and
side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.
21

Again Jesus said, ‘Peace be with you! As the Father has sent
me, I am sending you.’ 22 And with that he breathed on them and
said, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, their
sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not
forgiven.’
Sue will now share a reflection but this will be in audio only.

Prayers of Intercession
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray:
All Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

The Peace
The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.
If we live in the Spirit, let us walk in the Spirit.
The peace of the Lord be always with you.

cf Galatians 5.22,23

The Communion
The Eucharistic Prayer
All

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

All

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
Almighty God, good Father to us all,
your face is turned towards your world.
In love you gave us Jesus your Son
to rescue us from sin and death.
Your Word goes out to call us home
to the city where angels sing your praise.
We join with them in heaven’s song:

All

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Father of all, we give you thanks
for every gift that comes from heaven.
To the darkness Jesus came as your light.
With signs of faith and words of hope
he touched untouchables with love and washed the guilty clean.
This is his story.

All

This is our song:
Hosanna in the highest.
The crowds came out to see your Son,
yet at the end they turned on him.
On the night he was betrayed
he came to table with his friends
to celebrate the freedom of your people.
This is his story.

All

This is our song:
Hosanna in the highest.
Jesus blessed you, Father, for the food;
he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and said:
This is my body, given for you all.
Jesus then gave thanks for the wine;
he took the cup, gave it and said:
This is my blood, shed for you all
for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this in remembrance of me.
This is our story.

All

This is our song:
Hosanna in the highest.
Therefore, Father, with this bread and this cup
we celebrate the cross
on which he died to set us free.
Defying death he rose again
and is alive with you to plead for us and all the world.
This is our story.

All

This is our song:
Hosanna in the highest.
Send your Spirit on us now
that by these gifts we may feed on Christ
with opened eyes and hearts on fire.
May we and all who share this food
offer ourselves to live for you
and be welcomed at your feast in heaven
where all creation worships you,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit:

All

Blessing and honour and glory and power
be yours for ever and ever.
Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.
All

Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
Giving of Communion
Prayer after Communion
Faithful God,
who fulfilled the promises of Easter
by sending us your Holy Spirit
and opening to every race and nation
the way of life eternal:
open our lips by your Spirit,
that every tongue may tell of your glory;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Blessing
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing,
through the power of the Holy Spirit;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.

All

Amen.
Go in the peace of Christ.

All

Thanks be to God.

